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FRANCIS 
Hutt Valley - Upper Hutt 

Family History – Genealogy – Miscellaneous Information 
(Weblink HVF Francis) 

 
 

FRANCIS and BENGE 
Family History 

 

William FRANCIS 
 B 21 May 1826 Marsden Kent England 
 D 21 November 1871 Upper Hutt New Zealand 
 M 1854 New Zealand 
Emma BENGE 
 B 01 September 1836 Marsden Maidstone Borough Kent England 
 D 1909 Kumaru Westland New Zealand 
 M 1

st
 1854 New Zealand (4 issue) 

 M 2
nd

 1873 New Zealand (8 issue) 
John MCDIARMID 
 M 1830 Scotland 
 D 1904 Hokitika New Zealand (4 issue) 
 M 1873 New Zealand (8 issue) 
Children: 
1. Sarah Ann FRANCIS born 1855 New Zealand 
2. William FRANCIS born 11 August 1856 Upper Hutt New Zealand 
3. Mary Ann FRANCIS born 1860 Upper Hutt New Zealand 
4. John FRANCIS born 1861 Upper Hutt New Zealand 
5. Duncan Alexander MCDIARMID born 16 September 1863 New Zealand 
6. Emma Jane MCDIARMID born 20 September 1865 New Zealand 
7. Catherine Ann MCDIARMID born 1867 New Zealand 
8. Elizabeth MCDIARMID born 16 May 1870 New Zealand 
9. James (Jim) MCDIARMID born 1872 New Zealand 
10.Mary Ellen MCDIARMID born 20 January 1874 New Zealand 
11.Jane MCDIARMID born 1879 Ross New Zealand 
12.D (male) MCDAIRMID born date and place unknown 
 

 
William FRANCIS was born 21 May 1826 Marsden Kent England 
 
Emma BENGE was born 01 September 1836 Marsden Maidstone Borough Kent England to 
parents Matilda Philadelphia Sarah nee Roberts and David Benge. 
 
Ship “Catherine Stewart Forbes” departed 01 or 05 February 1841 Gravesend England arrived 
24 June 1841 Port Nicholson Wellington New Zealand 

 David BENGE age 36 Agricultural Labourer 

 Sarah BENGE age 34 

 Elizabeth BENGE age 6 years 

 Emma BENGE age 4 years 

 James BENGE age 2 years 
(Reference Goggle website geni.com website) 

 
William FRANCIS married 24 December 1854 St James church Lower Hutt New Zealand Emma 
BENGE 
(Reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1854 folio 275 no trace of marriage on website) 

 
William and Emma had a child Sarah Ann FRANCIS born 1855 New Zealand 
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(Reference RGO NZ birth registration 1855 folio website 1855/3576 parent Emma and William Francis) 

 
William and Emma had a child William FRANCIS born 11 August 1856 Upper Hutt New Zealand 
(Reference RGO NZ birth registration 1856 folio website 1856/4203 parents Emma and William Francis) 

 
William and Emma had a child Mary Ann FRANCIS born 1860 Upper Hutt New Zealand 
(Reference RGO NZ birth registration 1860 folio website 1860/6702 parent Emma and William Francis) 

 
William and Emma had a child John FRANCIS born 1861 New Zealand 
(Reference RGO NZ birth registration 1861 folio website 1861/8134 parent Emma and William Francis) 

 
It was in the early 1860s that Emma appears to have left her husband William FRANCIS.  The 
Francis children appear to have been left in the custody of their father William.  For additional 
details refer to the end of this document under the heading Emma and John MCDIARMID. 
 
Wellington Independent newspaper 02 July 1864 
Resident Magistrates Court Upper Hutt Wednesday 29

th
 June 

Christiana Hagan v William Francis Subornation of perjury Case dismissed 
(Reference Papers past website Wellington Independent newspaper 02 July 1864) 

 
Wellington Independent newspaper 18 August 1864 
Resident Magistrates Court Upper Hutt Wednesday 10

th
 August 1864 

William Francis v Christina Hagan Using threatening language Defendant reprimanded and 
discharged on payment of costs 
John Hagan v William Francis Debt £5 Judgment for £4 13s and costs 
(Reference Papers past website Wellington Independent newspaper 18 August 1864) 

 
Wellington Independent newspaper 27 September 1864 
Resident Magistrates Court Upper Hutt Wednesday 21 September 1864 
Christina Hagan v William Francis and Charles Watson.  The defendants were charged with 
trespass and assault.  Withdrawn on Watson’s being bound over to keep the peace for six 
months. 
(Reference Papers past website Wellington Independent newspaper 27 September 1864) 

 
Wellington Independent newspaper 29 September 1864 
Resident Magistrates Court Wellington Monday 26th September 1864 
William Francis v Richard Hagan – Larceny – The prisoner a boy o 12 years of age was charged 
with stealing an axe from the land of the prosecutor on the 21

st
 September.  The case was 

however not gone on with.  It appears that the prosecutor and prisoner were neighbours and had 
been quarrelling.  Recognizances for good behaviour of complainant’s nephew and the accused 
were entered into. 
(Reference Papers past website Wellington Independent newspaper 29 September 1864) 

 
Wellington Independent newspaper 19 November 1864 
Resident Magistrates Court Upper Hutt Wednesday 16 November 
Christina Hagan v William Francis The defendant was charged with a breach of the Impound Act 
Case dismissed 
William Francis v John Hagan Assault Defendant bound over to keep the peace for 6 months 
William Francis v Christina Hagan Assault Case dismissed 
(Reference Papers past website Wellington Independent newspaper 19 November 1864) 

 
Wellington Independent newspaper 29 November 1864 
John Hagan v William Francis – The prisoner was charged with having the following stolen 
property in his possession viz., two pairs trousers, one coat, and sundry other goods the property 
of the prosecutor.  Suspicion resting on the prisoner a search warrant was obtained and the 
property found in the prisoners hen house.  The prisoner was committed for trail. 
(Reference Papers past website Wellington Independent newspaper 29 November 1864) 

 
1865 Hutt Electoral Roll – William FRANCIS 
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Wellington Independent newspaper 17 July 1866 
William Francis a farmer living at the Upper Hutt was bought up on a warrant charged with 
having on Thursday last unlawfully set fire to a stack of hay the property of John Hagan. 

(Reference Papers past website Wellington Independent newspaper 17 July 1866) 

 
Wellington Independent newspaper 23 March 1867 
Resident Magistrates Court Upper Hutt Wednesday 20 March Un-registered dogs – William 
Sennox and William Francis charged with having unregistered dogs in their possession were 
fined 2s each and costs 
(Reference Papers past website Wellington Independent newspaper 23 March 1867) 

 
Wellington Independent newspaper 31 October 1868 
Resident Magistrates Court Friday 30 October – charge of horse stealing 
Edward W Butler surveyor was charged by William Francis of the Upper Hutt with feloniously 
stealing a horse, saddle and bridle on the 21st October of the value of £10.  Mr Cheeseman 
appeared for the prosecution and Mr Gordon Allan for the prisoner.  William Francis farmer on 
being sworn deposed - I made an arrangement with the prisoner which was reduced to writing.  I 
produce the document, Butler owed me some money, near £30, he told me he would let me have 
two horses and pointed them out to me, one was a grey mare, the other a dark brown gelding, 
there was a brand on the grey mare on the near shoulder.  I took possession of both.  The horse 
were then grazing on my own land.  I took the receipt for the horses on the 13th August.  I am not 
in possession of either of the horses.  They disappeared without my knowledge.  I should know 
the horses again.  I saw one of them being shod at a blacksmith's shop on Monday last.  I gave 
information to the police that my property had been taken away.  I saw the horse again this 
morning in possession of Thomas Barton who was leading it in - it was the same mare that was 
taken off my premises.  I value the mare with saddle and bridle at about £10.  The witness and 
counsel then proceeded to examine the horse.  Examination continued - The horse is my 
property.  The saddle and bridle are mine.  They were part of my purchase.  R S Cheeseman 
deposed - About six weeks or two months ago the prosecutor came to my house and produced 
me a receipt.  He requested me to meet him at Barrett's Hotel which I did.  The prisoner was 
present at the hotel.  The prosecutor and prisoner wished me to draw a bill of sale for the 
property mentioned in the receipt which had been produced.  I told prosecutor, having 
possession of the property, having made a bona fide purchase, a bill of sale was unnecessary, 
as I considered the receipt quite sufficient.  I was paid £1 for my advice by the prosecutor with 
the advice and consent of the prisoner.  Cross-examined by Mr Allan - Prisoner and prosecutor 
wanted to secure the property from being seized by Mr Buck for rent.  I am quite positive that the 
property was not held as security for a debt.  I did not know that the money had not been 
advanced by the prosecutor.  The prosecutor and prisoner wanted a bill of sale to prevent the 
property of Francis being seized.  They wanted a bill of sale to protect Francis.  I told them that 
the receipt and possession was sufficient for that purpose. 
Thomas Barton butcher Upper Hutt deposed - I brought a mare outside the Court just now which 
is in my charge.  It was handed over to me for a debt of £8 5s by the wife of the prisoner.  I took 
possession of it in Wellington the prisoner was walking across the paddock at the time.  The 
prisoner has not told me anything about this horse.  I did not know the horse belonged to Francis. 
David Hughey deposed - I am a storekeeper residing at the Hutt.  I have seen the mare outside 
the Court, I have seen her before.  The prisoner never offered the mare for sale to me at any 
time.  Mr Allan said that there was no case against the prisoner.  The Court concurred in this 
view the matter and ordered the prisoner to be discharged. 
(Reference Papers past website Wellington Independent newspaper 31 October 1868) 

 
Wellington Independent newspaper 25 October 1870 
Fencing Notice – To John McKenzie or the owner of part Section No 97 on the plan of the Upper 
Hutt.  I hereby give you notice to erect half of the fence dividing your portion of No 97.  If not put 
up within fourteen days from the date hereof I shall proceed to erect the same at your expense in 
accordance with the Fencing Act – William Francis – 25 October 1870 
(Reference Papers past website Wellington Independent newspaper 25 & 27 October 1870) 

 
1870-1871 Hutt Electoral Roll 
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 William FRANCIS Upper Valley Hutt Leasehold Mungaroa Flats Upper Hutt house and land 
(Reference Ancestry website New Zealand Electoral Rolls) 

 
1871-1872 Hutt Electoral Roll 

 William FRANCIS Upper Valley Hutt Leasehold Mungaroa Flats Upper Hutt house and land 
(Reference Ancestry website New Zealand Electoral Rolls) 

 
William FRANCIS died 23 November 1871 Upper Hutt New Zealand 
(Reference RGO NZ death registration 1871 folio website 1871/8873 age 45 born about 1836) 

 
Evening Post newspaper 22 November 1871 
Death On the 21

st
 instant at the Upper Hutt after a long and painful illness William Francis aged 

45 
(Reference Papers past website Evening Post newspaper 22 November 1871) 

 
Evening Post newspaper 23 November 1871 
The funeral of William FRANCIS will leave his late residence Upper Hutt on Sunday next at 2 
o’clock.  Friends are respectfully invited to attend. 
(Reference Papers past website Evening Post newspaper 23 November 1871) 

 
William FRANCIS died 23 November and was buried 26 November 1871 at St John’s Anglican 
churchyard Trentham Upper Hutt 
 
William FRANCIS farmer Upper Hutt died 21 November 1871 Wellington probate date 02 
February 1872 – William left all his property to be divided between his three living children.  
There was no mention of his wife in the will or probate. 
(Reference Archives NZ Wellington AAOM 6029 probate no 396 Will filed date 02 February 1872) 

 
John MCDIARMID born 1830 Scotland or perhaps Prince Edward Island Canada 
 
Emma FRANCIS married 1873 New Zealand John MCDIARMID 
(Reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1873 folio website 1873/9394) 

 
Emma and John had a child Duncan Alexander MCDIARMID born 16 September 1863 Nelson 
New Zealand 
(Reference RGO NZ birth registration 1863 folio website 1863/5809 parents Emma and John McDiarmid) 

 
Emma and John had a child Emma Jane MCDIARMID born 1865 New Zealand 
(Reference RGO NZ birth registration 1865 folio website 1865/206 parents Emma and John McDiarmid) 

 
Emma and John had a child Catherine Ann MCDIARMID born 1867 New Zealand 
(Reference RGO NZ birth registration 1867 folio website 1867/27100 parents Emma and John McDiarmid) 

 
Emma and John had a child Elizabeth MCDIERMID born 1870 New Zealand 
(Reference RGO NZ birth registration 1870 folio website 1870/25905 parents Emma and John McDiermid) 

 
Emma and John had a child James MCDIERMAD born 1872 New Zealand 
(Reference RGO NZ birth registration 1872 folio 847 website 1872/26519 parents Emma and John McDiermad) 

 
Emma and John had a child Mary Ellen MCDAIRMID born 1874 Ross New Zealand 
(Reference RGO NZ birth registration 1874 folio 240 (no trace of registration on website) 

 
Emma and John had a child Jane MCDIARMID born 1879 New Zealand 
(Reference RGO NZ birth registration 1879 folio website 1879/15075 parents Emma and John McDiarmid) 

 
Emma and John had another son D MCDAIRMID but his Christian name, birth date and place 
details are all unknown. 
(Reference Papers past website Greymouth Evening Star newspaper 17 December 1909) 

 
1880-1881 Totara Electoral Roll West Coast 

 John MCDIARMID residential Ross miner 
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(Reference Ancestry website New Zealand Electoral Rolls) 

 
1890 Buller Electoral Roll West Coast 

 John MCDIARMID residential Westport engineer 
(Reference Ancestry website New Zealand Electoral Rolls) 

 
1896 West Coast Electoral Roll 

 John MCDIARMID Hokitika miner residential 

 Elizabeth MCDIARMID Hokitika domestic duties residential 

 James MCDIARMID Ruau miner residential 

 Hugh MCDERMID Cameron’s miner residential 
(Reference Ancestry website New Zealand Electoral Rolls) 

 
1900 Westland Electoral Roll 

 Emma MCDIARMID Hokitika housewife residential 

 John MCDIARMID Hokitika miner residential 

 Mary MCDIARMID Revell Street Hokitika domestic duties residential 
(Reference Ancestry website New Zealand Electoral Rolls) 

 
John MCDIARMID died 16 March 1904 Hokitika New Zealand 
(Reference RGO NZ death registration 1904 folio 413 website 1904/1812 age 74 born about 1830) 

 
West Coast Times newspaper 18 March 1904 
Funeral Notice – The friends of Emma McDiarmid and family are invited to follow the remains of 
her late husband John to the cemetery.  The funeral to leave his late residence Hampden Street 
at 8.30 for St Mary’s church where mass will be celebrated the funeral moving from thence at 
9.30 tomorrow (Saturday) morning – T L Ralfe undertaker. 
(Reference Papers past website West Coast Times newspaper 18 March 1904) 

 
John MCDIARMID born 1830 Scotland died 16 March 1904 buried Hokitika Municipal cemetery 
Westland 
 
1905-1906 Westland Electoral Roll 

 Emma MCDIARMID Hokitika housewife 

 Jane MCDIARMID Hokitika weld Street domestic duties  
(Reference Ancestry website New Zealand Electoral Rolls) 

 
Emma MCDIARMID died 16 December 1909 Kumara Westland New Zealand 
(Reference RGO NZ death registration 1909 folio website 1909/7212 age 73 born about 1836) 

 
Greymouth Evening Star newspaper 17 December 1909 
We regret to record the death of Mrs Emma McDiarmid, a very old and respected colonist whose 
demise took place at the residence of her son Mr A W McDiarmid, Dillman’s Road at five o'clock 
yesterday evening after an illness extending over a considerable time.  The deceased was a 
native of Ireland where she was born 73 years ago.  She however reached New Zealand when 
only four years of age and had therefore lived 69 years in the Dominion.  Forty years of this were 
spent on the Coast mostly at Hokitika and Ross.  The deceased leaves a grown-up family of 
three sons and four daughters namely Mrs G Schroder of Greymouth, Mrs Rowcliff of Kumara, 
Mrs East of Hastings, and Miss McDiarmid of Dannevirke.  Mr D McDiarmid of Wellington, Mr J 
McDiarmid of Waimea and Mr A McDiarmid of Dillman’s Road.  To the sorrowing relatives we 
offer our heartiest sympathy in their sad bereavement. 
(Reference Papers past website Greymouth Evening Star newspaper 17 December 1909) 

 
West Coast Times newspaper 18 December 1909 
We regret to announce the death of Mrs Emma McDairmid which took place at the residence of 
her son Mr A McDiarmid at Dillman’s (Kumara) on Thursday afternoon.  The deceased was 73 
years of age and has been a resident of the dominion since 1840.  Mr M McDiarmid was typical 
of the old pioneer class who has to bear all the hardships and disadvantages of the early colonial 
life.  The deceased lady leaves a grown up family of four sons and four daughters (Mrs J 
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Schroder of Greymouth, Mrs Rowcliffe, Mrs East of Hastings and Miss Jane McDiarmid of 
Dannevirke to whom is extended the sympathy of numerous friends. 
(Reference Papers past website West Coast Times newspaper 18 December 1909) 

 
Emma MCDIARMID nee Benge born 01 September 1836 Marsden Maidstone Borough Kent 
England died 16 December 1909 Kumara age 72 years Roman Catholic buried 18 December 
1909 Kumara cemetery Westland New Zealand 
 
Hokitika cemetery Row 20 headstone 

MCDIARMID JOHN, EMMA and ELIZABETH 

(Reference Ancestry New Zealand cemetery headstone transcriptions) 

 
William & Emma FRANCIS their children and descendants 

 
1- Sarah Ann FRANCIS born 1855 New Zealand died 25 February 1934 Ashurst New Zealand 

married 1877 New Zealand Frederick SYKES born 1856 perhaps 1855 New Zealand died 18 
January 1903 New Zealand married 1904 William ALLWRIGHT born 1853 died 1942 New 
Zealand  
#Sarah Ann FRANCIS born 1855 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 1855 
folio website 1855/3576 parent Emma and William Francis 
#Child not named SYKES born 1855 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 1855 
folio website 1855/3345 parents Jane and George sykes 
#Sarah FRANCIS married 1877 New Zealand Frederick SYKES reference RGO NZ marriage 
registration 1877 folio website 1877/2456 
#Application having been made to me to register a discharge of mortgage No 6981 in favour 
of Sarah Ann SYKES wife of Frederick Sykes of Ashhurst labourer also fir the issue of a 
provisional certificate of title for Suburban Section 49 on deposit place No 183 Township of 
Ashhurst being the land comprised in certificate of Title Vol xl folio 168 and in the said 
mortgage No 6981 and evidence having been lodged of the loss of the said mortgage and 
certificate of Title, I hereby give notice that I will dispense with the production of the said 
mortgage and certificate of Title and register the discharge of mortgage and issue the 
provisional certificate of title as requested unless caveat be lodged forbidding the same on or 
before the 6

th
 day of June 1901 – Dated this 22

nd
 day of May 1901 at the Lands Registry 

Office wellington W Stuart District Land Register reference Papers past website Evening Post 
& New Zealand Times newspaper 29 May 1901 
#Frederick SYKES died 1903 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 1903 folio 
website 1903/110 age 47 born about 1856 
#Sarah SYKES married 1904 New Zealand William ALLWRIGHT reference RGO NZ 
marriage registration 1904 folio website 1904/7122 
#Sarah Ann ALLWRIGHT died 1934 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 1934 
folio website 1934/3643 age 78 born about 1876 
#William ALLWRIGHT died 1942 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 1942 
folio website 1942/21076 age 89 born about 1853 

 
2- William FRANCIS born 11 August 1856 Upper Hutt New Zealand died 19 May 1938 

Palmerston North New Zealand married Mary WILLISCROFT born 1858 died 1949 
#William FRANCIS born 11 August 1856 Upper Hutt New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1856 folio website 1856/4203 parents Emma and William Francis 
#William FRANCES (FRANCIS) was age 15 in 1871 
#William FRANCIS died 19 May 1938 Palmerston North New Zealand reference RGO NZ 
death registration 1938 folio website 1938/17719 age 83 born about 1855 
#Funeral Notices Francis – The friends of the late William Francis are respectfully informed 
that his funeral will leave the residence Monrad Street on Saturday 21 May at 1 pm for the 
Kelvin Grove Cemetery – Wm R Kells & Son Ltd Funeral Directors reference Papers past 
website Manawatu Standard newspaper 19 May 1938 
#Obituary - Mr W Francis - With the passing a few days ago of Mr William Francis, of Monrad 
Street, there was removed another of the band of Manawatu pioneers.  Born in Upper Hutt 83 
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years ago, the late Mr Francis came to the Manawatu when 26 years of age, following the 
trade of sawmilling for many years between Palmerston North and Ashhurst.  He remembered 
Wellington before there were any wharves, and Palmerston North when it was a small bush 
settlement.  Mr Francis eventually took up farming, carving his first little farm out of the bush 
at Ashhurst.  For short periods he farmed, in the Pahiatua, Waikato and Glen Oroua districts, 
returning to Palmerston North some 20 years ago.  Mr Francis married 62 years ago Miss 
Mary Williscroft, of Carterton, who is left to mourn his passing.  He had enjoyed good health 
until about two years ago.  He took part in the Jubilee celebrations and only the day before his 
death had walked into the city.  He was of a quiet and unassuming nature, kind to all and ever 
ready to do a good turn.  A warm welcome awaited friends at his home at all times. Mr Francis 
retained his interest in sport, particularly in football and cricket, in which he had participated 
keenly in his day. Of the family of eight, the eldest son, Mr Frederick Francis, made the 
supreme sacrifice in the Great War, the other sons being Mr Jack Francis (Wellington), 
Messrs Henry and Walter Francis (Longburn), and the daughters Mrs J F Reay (Oroua 
Downs), Mrs A H Butler (Palmerston North), Mrs D G Toogood (Hamilton) and Mrs G. Scott 
(Auckland).  There are 19 grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren.  The funeral took place 
at the Kelvin Grove Cemetery, Rev. S J Holland officiating at the graveside, and members of 
the family acting as pallbearers.  A wealth of floral tributes testified to the esteem in which Mr 
Francis was held, and friends from far and near, sent messages of sympathy reference 
Papers past website Manawatu Standard newspaper 28 May 1938 

 
3- Mary Ann FRANCIS born 1860 Upper Hutt New Zealand died 28 November 1884 Lower Hutt 

New Zealand married 1876 New Zealand Thomas JUDD born 1854 New Zealand died 1922 
New Zealand  
#Mary Ann FRANCIS born 1860 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 1860 folio 
website 1860/6702 parent Emma and William Francis 
#Thomas JUDD born 1854 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 1854 folio 
website 1854/3468 parent Mary Jane Clarke and William Judd 
#Mary Ann FRANCIS married 1876 New Zealand Thomas JUDD reference RGO NZ marriage 
registration 1876 folio website 1876/1944 
#Funeral Notice The Friends of Mr Thomas Judd are respectfully invited to attend the Funeral 
of his late wife which will leave his residence Black Bridge on Monday 01

st
 December 1884 at 

3 o’clock pm E & A Collett Undertakers reference Papers past website Evening Post 
newspaper 29 November 1884 
#Mary Ann JUDD died 28 November 1884 Lower Hutt New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1884 folio website 1884/4569 age 25 born about 1859 
#Thomas JUDD died 1922 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 1922 folio 
website 1922/6474 age 68 born about 1854 

3-1- Albert James JUDD born 1877 New Zealand  
#Albert James JUDD born 1877 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 1877 
folio website 1877/12519 parents Mary Ann and Thomas Judd 

3-2- Mabel JUDD born 1877 New Zealand  
#Mabel JUDD born 1877 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 1877 folio 
website 1877/12519 parents Mary Ann and Thomas Judd 

 
4- John FRANCIS born 28 November 1861 Upper Hutt New Zealand died 04 February 1949 

Thames New Zealand married 1893 New Zealand Harriet Emma ROBERTS born 1874 New 
Zealand died 08 January 1922 Manawatu New Zealand 
#John FRANCIS born 28 November 1861 Upper Hutt New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1861 folio website 1861/8134 parent Emma and William Francis 
#John FRANCIS married 1893 New Zealand Harriet Emma ROBERTS reference RGO NZ 
marriage registration 1893 folio website 1893/1333 
#Harriet Emma ROBERTS born 1874 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 1874 
folio website 1874/35020 parents Catherine Liviner and John Henry Roberts 
#Harriet Emma FRANCIS died 1922 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 1922 
folio website 1922/1165 age 48 born about 1874 
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#John FRANCIS died 1949 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 1949 folio 
website 1949/16801 age 85 born about 1864 

 

 
Emma and John MCDIARMID their children and descendants 

 
5- Duncan Alexander (Alex) MCDIARMID born 16 September 1863 Nelson New Zealand died 

25 April 1948 Greymouth New Zealand married 1897 New Zealand Ellen Eliza JONES (widow 
of Frederick Barrington WATERS 1832-1894) born 04 May 1868 Oamaru New Zealand died 
01 October 1950 Grey Westcoast New Zealand 
#Duncan Alexander MCDIARMID born 16 September 1863 Nelson New Zealand reference 
RGO NZ birth registration 1863 folio website 1863/5809 parents Emma and John McDiarmid 
#Ellen Eliza JONES married 1893 New Zealand Frederick Barrington WATERS reference 
RGO NZ marriage registration 1893 folio website 1893/3431 
#Frederick Barrington WATERS died 1894 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1894 folio website 1894/6225 age 61 born about 1833 
#Duncan Alex MCDIARMID married 1897 New Zealand Ellen Eliza WATERS (nee Jones) 
reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1897 folio website 1897/3299 
#Duncan Alexander MCDIARMID died 1948 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1948 folio website 1948/29099 age 84 born about 1864 
#Ellen Eliza MCDIARMID died 1950 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 1950 
folio website 1950/32271 age 82 born about 1868 

6- Emma Jane MCDIARMID born 20 September 1865 New Zealand died 1873 New Zealand 
(died young never married) 
#Emma Jane MCDIARMID born 1865 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 1865 
folio website 1865/206 parents Emma and John McDiarmid 
#Emma Jane MCDIARMID died 1873 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 
1873 folio website 1873/11510 age 8 born about 1865 

7- Catherine Ann MCDIARMID born 1867 New Zealand died 22 July 1939 New Zealand 
married 1892 New Zealand George William Fredrick SHRODER 
#Catherine Ann MCDIARMID born 1867 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 
1867 folio website 1867/27100 parents Emma and John McDiarmid 
#Kate MCDIARMID married 1892 New Zealand George William Fredrick SHRODER 
reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1892 folio website 1892/1330 
#Catherine Ann SHRODER died 1939 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 
1939 folio website 1939/18108 age 71 born about 1868 
#Deaths SHRODER On 22 July 1939 at her residence 25 Miro Street Miramar Catherine Ann 
beloved wife of George William Shroder and mother of Mrs A J Shaw RIP Late of Greymouth 
Interred Karori cemetery 24 July reference Papers past website Evening Post newspaper 25 
July 1939 
#In loving memory of Catherine SHRODER died 22 July 1939 RIP buried Karori cemetery 
Wellington 

8- Elizabeth MCDIARMID born 16 May 1870 New Zealand died 13 November 1913 New 
Zealand married 1907 New Zealand David Samuel ROWCLIFFE born 1833 place unknown 
died 11 March 1907 West Coast New Zealand 
#Elizabeth MCDIERMID born 1870 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 1870 
folio website 1870/25905 parents Emma and John McDiermid 
#Elizabeth MCDIARMID married 1907 New Zealand David Samuel ROWCLIFFE reference 
RGO NZ 1907 folio website 1907/998 
#David Samuel ROWCLIFF [sic] died 1907 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1907 folio website 1907/1315 age 74 born about 1833 
#David Samuel ROWCLIFFE died buried 11 March 1907 age 74 years buried Anglican 
section Orowaiti cemetery Hokitika West Coast 
#Elizabeth ROWCLIFFE died 1913 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 1913 
folio website 1913/5104 age 44 born about 1869 

9- James (Jim) MCDIARMID born 1872 New Zealand died 1963 New Zealand 
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#James MCDIERMAD born 1872 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 1872 
folio 847 website 1872/26519 parents Emma and John McDiermad 
#James MCDIARMID died 1963 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 1963 
folio website 1963/30350 age 91 born about 1872 

10- Mary Ellen MCDIARMID born 20 January 1874 New Zealand died 1946 New Zealand 
married 1902 New Zealand Selwyn EAST born 1880 New Zealand died 1941 New Zealand 
#Mary Ellen MCDAIRMID born 1874 Ross New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1874 folio 240 (no trace of registration on website) 
#Ellen Mary MCDIARMID married 1902 New Zealand Selwyn EAST reference RGO NZ 
marriage registration 1902 folio website 1902/5669 
#Selwyn EAST born 1880 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 1880 folio 
website 1880/6309 parents Caroline Priestley and Herbert Edward East 
#Selwyn EAST died 1941 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 1941 folio 
website 1941/29738 age 61 born about 1880 
#Mary Ellen EAST died 1946 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 1946 folio 
website 1946/26034 age 72 born about 1874 

11- Jane MCDIARMID born 1879 Ross New Zealand died 1941 Dunedin New Zealand 
#Jane MCDIARMID born 1879 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 1879 folio 
website 1879/15075 parents Emma and John MCDIARMID 
#Jane MCDIARMID died 1941 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 1941 folio 
3398 website 1941/24805 age 59 born about 1881 
#Jane MCDIARMID age 59 buried 15 July 1941 informant Harold Aitcheson original burial 
block 389 NC 8x4plot 389A block S East Taieri cemetery Mosgiel Dunedin  

12- D (male) MCDAIRMID born date unknown place unknown 
#The deceased leaves a grown-up family of three sons and four daughters namely Mrs G 
Schroder of Greymouth, Mrs Rowcliff of Kumara, Mrs East of Hastings, and Miss McDiarmid 
of Dannevirke.  Mr D McDiarmid of Wellington, Mr J McDiarmid of Waimea and Mr A 
McDiarmid of Dillman’s Road.  To the sorrowing relatives we offer our heartiest sympathy in 
their sad bereavement reference Papers past website Greymouth Evening Star newspaper 
17 December 1909 

 

 
MCDIARMID miscellaneous information 

 
0- Hugh MCDIARMID born 1880 place unknown died August 1901 Dunedin New Zealand 

#Dunedin 25 August – Hugh McDiarmid 21 years was killed in George Street on Saturday 
evening.  It has become a practice with hundreds on Saturday night to walk on the roadway 
instead of the pavement.  McDiarmid and friend were doing this when a tram car was going 
up the hill past the octagon the drive gave the warning whistle and the friend stepped off the 
rails but for some reason deceased did not and he was struck by one of the horses and one of 
the wheels went over his chest crushing it reference Papers past website Grey River Argus 
newspaper 27 August 1901 

 

 
 


