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William Walker MURLEY and Rebecca OLIVE 
Chart 34-35 

(Weblink BE Murley Olive about 1835 England) 
(Weblink to William’s parents to be created chart 68-69) 

(Weblink to Rebecca’s parents BE Olive Clark 1807 England chart 70-71) 
 

William Walker MURLEY 
 B 18 December 1808 Poplar Middlesex London England 
 D 16 February 1872 Timaru New Zealand 
 M 01 August 1835 Shoreditch London England 
Rebecca OLIVE 
 B 13 May 1814 Blackwell London England 
 D 20 August 1905 Timaru New Zealand 
Children: 
1. William Joseph MURLEY born 24 May 1836 Poplar London England 
2. Rebecca MURLEY born 14 December 1837 Poplar Middlesex England 
3. Henry MURLEY born 30 January 1845 Poplar Middlesex England 
4. Elizabeth Sarah MURLEY born 30 April 1847 Poplar Middlesex England 
5. Sarah MURLEY born 1848 Poplar Middlesex England 
6. James Olive MURLEY born 15 December 1854 Middlesex England 

 

The family history of  
William Walker MURLEY and Rebecca OLIVE 

 
William Walker MURLEY was born about 1809 in Poplar Middlesex London England.  His 
parents were Jane formerly EASTON and William MURLEY. 
SEARCH (Reference FHC LDS microfilm parish records Poplar Middlesex 
 

 
 
Rebecca OLIVE was born about 13 or 18 May 1814 in Blackwell London England.  Her 
parents were Elizabeth formerly CLARK and Joseph OLIVE 
SEARCH (Reference FHC LDS microfilm parish records Blackwell London 
 

 
 
William Walker MURLEY married about 02 August 1835 in Saint Leonards Shoreditch 
London England to Rebecca OLIVE 
ORDER (Reference LDS FHC marriage IGI microfilm 6905089 Saint Leonards 
Shoreditch London England) 
 
William and Rebecca had a son William Joseph MURLEY who was born about 1836 in 
England. 
SEARCH (Reference FHC LDS microfilm parish records Poplar Middlesex 
 
William and Rebecca had a daughter Rebecca MURLEY who was born 1837 in Poplar 
Middlesex England. 
ORDER (Reference RGO UK birth registration 1837 December quarter Poplar district 
volume 2 page 216) 
 
1841 Census 56 Brunswick Street Poplar Ossulstone (Tower Division) Middlesex 

 William MURLEY age 33 Shipwright whether born in this Country Y (indexed as 
MINLEY) 

 Reb. MURLEY age 25 whether born in this Country Y (Index Richd MINLEY) 

 William MURLEY age 5 whether born in this Country Y 



www.lynly.gen.nz/index.htm 

BELL chart 34-35 compiled by Lynly Lessels Yates New Zealand updated Friday, 13 September 2013 2 

 Rebecca MURLEY age 3 whether born in this Country 
(Reference National Library 1841 Census Poplar Town Hamlet Index as Willm/Richd MINLEY should be William & 
Rebecca MURLEY sighted census) 

 
William and Rebecca had a son Henry MURLEY born 1845 Poplar Middlesex England 
ORDER (Reference RGO UK birth registration 1845 March quarter Poplar district volume 
2 page 36) 
 
William and Rebecca had a daughter Elizabeth Sarah MURLEY who was born 1847 in 
Poplar Middlesex England 
ORDER (Reference RGO UK birth registration 1847 June quarter Poplar district volume 
2 page 335) 
 
William and Rebecca had a daughter Sarah MURLEY born 1848 Poplar Middlesex 
England 
ORDER (Reference RGO UK birth registration 1848 June quarter Poplar district 
Middlesex London volume 2 page 359) 
 
1851 Census 50 Brunswick Street Poplar Middlesex London England 

 William MURLY head married age 42 Shipwright born Middlesex Poplar 

 Rebecca MURLY wife Married age 36 Wife born Middlesex Poplar 

 William MURLY son Unmarried age 14 Scholar born Middlesex Poplar 

 Rebecca MURLY daughter age 13 Scholar born Middlesex Poplar 

 Henry MURLY son age 6 Scholar born Middlesex Poplar 

 Elizabeth MURLY daughter age 3 born Middlesex Poplar 

 Sarah MURLY daughter age 2 born Middlesex Poplar 
(Reference National Library 1851 Census Poplar ED 9 Household schedule 45 sighted census) 

 
The MURLEY’s were an identity in Poplar which was a shipbuilding area in England.  
William Walker MURLEY worked for “Money” Wigram at his yards as a shipbuilder.  Prior 
to Wigram yards the Blackwell Shipyards were there.  The East India Docks were very 
large and dealt mainly with spices etc from the Indies. 
 
Further down the river a cousin Mary Jane DITTON formerly MURLEY owned a Pub 
called the “Windsor Castle” in Canning Town. 
 
William and Rebecca had a son James Olive MURLEY who was born 14 December 1858 
and died the next day on 15 December 1858 in England 
SEARCH (Reference RGO UK birth registration 1858) 
SEARCH (Reference RGO UK death registration 1858) 
 
William and Rebecca’s daughter Sarah MURLEY died between 1851 and 1861 in 
England 
SEARCH (Reference RGO UK death registration 
 
1861 Census 11 Charlton Vale Woolwich Kent Greenwich England 

 James MURLEY head married age 50 Shipwright doc yard born Poplar Middlesex 

 Jane MURLEY wife married age 42 born Polar Middlesex 

 William MURLEY son age 11 scholar born Woolwich Kent 

 Mary J MURLEY daughter age 4 born Woolwich Kent 

 Samuel MURLEY boarder unmarried age 47 shipwright doc yard born Poplar 
Middlesex 

 William MURLEY visitor married age 52 shipwright born Poplar Middlesex 
(Reference National Library of NZ Ancestry 1861 census Woolwich Greenwich England) 

 
1861 Census 56 Brunswick Street All Saints Lower Hamlet Poplar Middlesex London 

 Rebecca MURLEY head married age 46 born (1814) Blackwell Middlesex 
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 Rebecca MURLEY daughter unmarried age 23 Governess born (1837) Blackwell 
Middlesex 

 Henry MURLEY son unmarried age 16 Apprentice born (1845) Blackwell Middlesex 

 Elizth. MURLEY daughter unmarried age 13 Dressmaker born (1847) Blackwell 
Middlesex 

(Reference National Library 1861 Census Poplar ED 27 Household schedule 108 sighted census) 

 
William and Rebecca’s son William Joseph MURLEY was not recorded on the 1861 
English census.  I believe he left England for New Zealand between 1859 & 1861 as he 
married Mary BAIN 26 March 1861 in Dunedin New Zealand 
 
William and Rebecca must have sent letters to their son William Joseph in New Zealand 
as on 08 & 15 October 1859 the Otago Witness newspaper listed unclaimed letters for W 
J MURLEY. 

MURLEY W.J. 08 & 15 October 1859 Otago Witness newspaper list of unclaimed 
letters 

(Reference National Library of NZ Papers Past database Otago Witness 08 October 1859 page & 32) 

 
According to the death certificate of Rebecca MURLEY formerly OLIVE she arrived in 
New Zealand about 1862. 
 
William MURLEY (husband of Rebecca MURLEY/OLIVE) Allegedly arr. Port Chalmers 
on the “Sarah M” Shipwright, daughter Elizabeth 
(Reference Alexander Turnbull Library Index TL 3/1/2 24 Mar, 4 May 1982, 11 Jy 1983) 

 
Shipping Index Elizabeth & Rebecca MURLEY 
Ship “Sarah M” 1862 Misc 43, p 12 to Otago arrived December 31 1862 
(National Archives of NZ Shipping Index) 

 
The “Sarah M” left England on 26 September 1862 and arrived in Otago New Zealand 31 
December 1862.  I have been unable to locate the full passenger list of the “Sarah M”. 
 
Government publication “Sarah M”, December 31 1862 
From list of Immigrants, Debtors to the Provincial Government of Otago for passage 
moneys. (“Assisted Immigration Passage Money Accounts”) corrected from Treasury 
Books, 4

th
 August 1869 inclusive.  The number before the name must be given in all 

references respecting any of the parties.  The dates of the last payment.  (Note no date 
of their names) 
2892 MURLEY Elizabeth £7.0.0. 
2893 MURLEY Rebecca £7.0.0. 
(Reference National Archives of NZ Wellington Misc. 43, page 12 = Repro 1715 in reading room) 

 
When the MURLEY family arrived in Dunedin it was very primitive compared to Polar in 
England.  William owned a stationery and confectionery shop in George Street Dunedin.  
His son William Joseph MURLEY worked in Dunedin as a Shipwright (lighter builder) and 
lived in Upper Harbourer. 
 
William and Rebecca’s daughter Rebecca MURLEY married John SHIELDS on 30 
September 1863 Dunedin NZ 
 
1866 Dunedin directory William Walker MURLEY George Street Confectioner Harnetts 
(Reference NZSG CD Hocken Library Dunedin Directory 1866 page 102) 

 
1867 Dunedin Wises directory W H MURLEY George Street Confectioner 
(Reference NZSG CD Hocken Library Wises Dunedin Directory page 101) 

 
1867 Wises directory Dunedin William MURLEY Rattray Street Dunedin & suburbs & 
districts 
(Reference NZSG CD 1867 Wises Directory Dunedin page 101) 
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1868 Wises Dunedin directory W H MURLEY George Street Dunedin 
(Reference NZSG CD Hocken Library1868 Wises Dunedin Directory page 107) 

 
1868 Wises Directory Dunedin William MURLEY Melville Street Dunedin & suburbs & 
districts 
(Reference NZ Society of Genealogists CD 1868 Wises Directory Dunedin page 107) 

 
When Dunedin channel was dredged in 1867 it allowed ships up the Harbour to the City 
and the lighters were no longer needed to ferry the goods to and from the emigrant ships.  
In 1868 the family moved to Timaru and dwelled in first in lower Arthur Street and later 
Bank Street.  Peter and his brother Alexander BELL also settled in Timaru. 
 
William and Rebecca’s daughter Elizabeth Sarah MURLEY married Peter BELL on 08 
April 1871 in Timaru. 
(Reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1871 folio 1295 Timaru district Murlay/Bell) 

 
Timaru Herald 12 April 1871 

MARRIED – April 8 by the Rev Geo. Barclay Mr Peter Jamieson Bell of Timaru to 
Elizabeth Sarah youngest daughter of Mr W W Murley Bank Street Timaru 

(Reference National Library of NZ Papers past website Timaru Herald 12 April 1871 page 2) 

 
Timaru Herald 10 May 1871  

MARRIED – April 8 by the Rev Geo. Barclay Mr Peter Jamieson Bell of Timaru to 
Elizabeth Sarah youngest daughter of Mr W W Murley Bank-Street Timaru 

(Reference National Library of NZ Papers past website Timaru Herald 10 May 1871 page 2) 

 
1871 William MURLEY Bank Street 
1872 William Walker MURLEY Bank Street 
 
Timaru Herald 29 November 1871 Timaru Borough Council 

From W H Murley requesting that his rates for two cottages be remitted.  The 
Council remitted the amount of 18s for rate of house occupied by Mr Murley. 

(Reference National Library of NZ Papers past website Timaru Herald 29 November 1871 page 2) 

 
William Walker MURLEY died on 16 February 1872 in Timaru New Zealand.  He was 
recorded as aged 63 years occupation Shipwright.  Cause of death was Diarrhoea.  His 
death was registered on the 17

th
 February 1872 by Peter BELL occupation Sawyer from 

Timaru.  Peter BELL was William’s son-in-law. 
(Reference RGO NZ death registration 1872 folio 167 Timaru district website 1872/2104 age not recorded) 

 
Timaru Herald newspaper 1872 

DEATH - February 16, at his residence, Bank Street, Timaru, William Walker 
MURLEY, late of Poplar, Middlesex, England, aged 63. 

(Reference Alexander Turnbull Library microfilm reel 2925 Ja-Je 1872 Timaru Herald Page 2 Column A) 

 
William Walker MURLEY aged 63 years was buried on 17 February 1872 in Section G 
Block C1 Lot 1 of the Timaru Cemetery.  The Clergyman’s name at the burial was BAVIN 
(Reference Timaru City Council) 

 
Timaru Cemetery Headstone 

MURLEY William Walker died 16 February 1872 age 63 years also John 
SHIELDS died 13 March 1875 aged 45, also John Audley SHIELDS died 23 
April1894 aged 27 years and Rebecca MURLEY died 20 August 1905 aged 92 
years and her daughter Rebecca WEBSTER died 17 July 1907 aged 69 years. 

(Reference Christchurch Museum Library NZSG Microfiche of Timaru Cemetery Transcripts) 

 
After William’s death his widow Rebecca MURLEY remained living in Banks Street 
Timaru New Zealand 
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NZ Gazette1874 page 17 - Land Transfer Act Notices 
REBECCA MURLEY and JOHN SHIELDS – 2 roods, Lots 255 and 257, Rhodes Town, 
Timaru (John Lewis Broker) 1330. 
Please note that Rebecca Murley was a widow and John Shields was her son-in-law 
 
1875 - Part of plan for Town of Timaru Township Canterbury NZ showing Banks Street 
where Rebecca MURLEY dwelled. 

 Theodosia Street  
 

Arthur 
Street 
 

 
 

         
Church 
Street 
 

  
MURLEY 

       

 Banks Street  
(Reference Timaru Library “Timaru at Last” – South Canterbury’s Strathallen Immigrants by Alan McKenzie p 142) 

 
When Rebecca MURLEY was aged about 60 she took to her bed even though nothing 
was found to be wrong with her.  Perhaps it could have been depression bought on by 
the death of her husband. 
 
1882 Rate Payers Roll for Town of Timaru 

 Mrs Rebecca MURLEY occupier – section 232 Bank Street – Roll no 651 – Rates 
£22.10s – paid by Mrs Murley – water rate 3.5 

 Mrs Rebecca MURLEY occupier – section 232 Bank Street – Roll no 650 – Rates 
£25 – paid by Mrs Murley – water rate 3.5 

(Reference Timaru Museum 1882 Rate Payers Roll for Town of Timaru) 

 
1882 Return of the freeholders of New Zealand 
MURLEY Rebecca Timaru Borough Value £800 Total £800 
(Reference National Archives of NZ Wellington 1882 Return of the freeholders of NZ page 33) 

 
1893 Timaru Electoral Roll 

 Rebecca MURLEY Widow Timaru residential record number 2286 
(Reference NZ Society of Genealogy CD of Women vote in 1893 NZ Electoral Roll) 

 
1896 Timaru Electoral Roll 

 Rebecca MURLEY Widow domestic duties Timaru residential record number 2610 
(Reference NZ Society of Genealogy CD of Women vote in 1893 NZ Electoral Roll) 

 
MURLEY & OLIVE family tale handed down 
Elizabeth Sarah BELL formerly MURLEY claimed William Holman HUNT the Pre-
Raphaelite (19

th
 century) artist was a Murley/Olive cousin.  The sculpture and 

engraver, Anthony CARDON was also a cousin and there is an engraving of his 
held by a descendant.  It was an engraving of a painting by an artist W Ledder 
DELT.  He engraved three of the “Cres of London” from 1794-1796 taking over 
from Francis WHEATLEY.  There is another engraving of his, which is of a 
Willow Pattern Bowls and Plates.  This was lent by E S BELL of 12 Trafalgar 
Street to the Christchurch Exhibition at the same time as Hunt’s “The Light of the 
World” was exhibited.  (Paintings of Christ in the front of some Bibles.) Anthony 
(Antoine) CARDON was born in Brussels in 1772 and came to London in 1792 
so he must have married a relative.  A Maggie CARDON was Elizabeth 
Murley/Bell’s cousin.  Holman HUNT likewise must have been a relative by 
marriage as his father was William HUNT who married Sarah HOBMAN.  William 
HOBMAN was born in Cheapside London in 1827 as William Hobson HUNT, 
which he changed to HOLMAN.  He had four sisters, Elizabeth, Maria, Sarah and 
Emily and one brother Edward.  He married first Fanny WAUGH who died giving 
birth to their son Cyril and second to her sister Edith.  Evelyn WAUGH the writer 
was the grandson of their brother. 
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1905 Rebecca MURLEY Arthur Street Timaru New Zealand 
 
Rebecca MURLEY died on 20 August 1905 in Timaru Borough New Zealand.  Her death 
registration recorded aged 91 years occupation widow.  She was born in Blackwell 
London England and had dwelled in New Zealand for 43 years.  Her parents were 
recorded as Elizabeth formerly CLARK and Joseph OLIVE occupation Lighterman.  She 
was aged 21 years when she married William Walker MURLEY in England.  Her living 
issue were recorded as 1 son aged 69 years and 2 daughters aged 68 and 58 years.  
Cause of death was Bronchitis and Casphyria 2 weeks as certified by Dr W W Wrydons 
who say her last on 15

th
 August 1905.  She was buried on 22 August at Timaru 

Cemetery. The Wesleyn Minister Rev S J Serpell took the service.  The undertaker of 
Timaru John RADCLIFFE registered the death on 1

st
 September 1905. 

(Reference RGO NZ death registration 1905 folio167 Timaru district website 1905/5963 age 91 born about 1814) 

 
When Rebecca died she still had auburn hair with virtually no grey hair.  She was looked 
after by her daughter Rebecca who died two years after her mother. 
 
South Canterbury Death Duties Register 1867-1914 
Rebecca MURLEY locality Timaru occupation Widow died 20 August 1905 
Register C7 and page number 17 Estate value £786 
(Reference Library Canterbury Museum Rolleston Christchurch) 

 
South Canterbury Death Duties Register 1867-1914 
Rebecca MURLEY – Timaru – widow – died 20 August 1905 – Estate value £786 
(Reference Canterbury Extracts Death Duties Register 1867-1914 register C7 page 17) 

 
Timaru Herald 21 August 1905 

FUNERAL NOTICES - Friends are respectfully informed that the Funeral of the 
late Mrs MURLEY will leave her daughter’s (Mrs WEBSTER) Residence, Arthur 
Street, for the Timaru Cemetery, on TUESDAY, the 22

nd
 inst. At 2.30 p.m. 

J RADCLIFFE - Undertaker 
(Reference Alexander Turnbull Library Timaru Herald 21 August 1905 Microfilm Reel 2993 Page 1 Column E) 

 
Rebecca MURLEY aged 97 years was buried on 21 August 1905 in Section G Block C1 
Lot 1 of the Timaru Cemetery.  The Clergyman’s name at the burial was SEPELL.  The 
old map recorded 38

th
 row.  I have a city council map of the Timaru Cemetery showing 

the last resting place of Rebecca and William Walker MURLEY. 
(Reference Timaru City Council) 

 
Timaru Cemetery Headstone 

MURLEY William Walker died 16 February 1872 age 63 years also John 
SHIELDS died 13 March 1875 aged 45, also John Audley SHIELDS died 23 
April1894 aged 27 years and Rebecca MURLEY died 20 August 1905 aged 92 
years and her daughter Rebecca WEBSTER died 17 July 1907 aged 69 years. 

(Reference Christchurch Museum Library NZSG Microfiche of Timaru Cemetery Transcripts) 

 

 
 

William & Rebecca MURLEY their children and descendants  
 
1- William Joseph MURLEY born about 1836-1837 London England died 10 September 

1916 Timaru New Zealand married 26 March 1861 Dunedin New Zealand Mary BAIN 
born about 1838 Renfrewshire Scotland died 16 November 1892 Graham Street 
Dunedin New Zealand 

1-1- James Arthur MURLEY born 1863 Dunedin New Zealand died date and place 
unknown 
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#James Arthur MURLEY born 1863 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1863 folio 479 website 1863/3698 
#James Murley Albany Street School Class VI Hon mentioned reference Otago 
Witness newspaper 16 December 1876 page 10 
#James MURLEY died 1876 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 
1876 folio website 1876/3713 age 42 born about 1834 = Not related too old 
#James MURLEY admission date 16 December 1876 Albany Street School 
#James MURLEY, Graham Street Dunedin 1890-91 Dunedin Wises Directory - this 
was the same address that was recorded on the death registration of his mother 
Mary MURLEY 
#James Arthur MURLEY 1893 Caversham Electoral Roll Clerk Freehold Dunedin 
property details Balclava Section 4, 5 & 6 block 3 record number 1732 
#James Arthur MURLEY 1893 Dunedin Electoral Roll Clerk residential MacLaggan 
Street Dunedin residential record number 8584 

1-2- Prier MURLEY born 1864 Dunedin New Zealand died 1866 Dunedin New Zealand 
(died young never married) 
#Prier MURLEY born 1864 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 1864 
folio 682 Dunedin district website 1864/4323 
#Prier MURLEY died 1866 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 
1866 folio 493 Dunedin district website 1866/1466 age not recorded 

1-3- Advent MURLEY born 1866 Dunedin New Zealand died 1935 Hastings New 
Zealand married 23 August 1893 Sydney NSW Australia Grace COGAN born 
1867-1868 Dunedin New Zealand died 04 July 1897 New Zealand 
#Advent MURLEY born 1866 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 
1866 folio 872 website 1866/5459 
#Advent MURLEY Purser SS Wakatipu residential Port Chalmers 1893 Chalmers 
Electoral Roll record number 2494 
#Advent MURLEY Purser SS Tarawera Elector’s right 1896 Lyttleton 
Supplementary 3 Electoral Roll record number 4297 
#Advent MURLEY Purser USS Port Chalmers Residential 1896 Waikouaiti 
Electoral Roll record number 2353 
#Grace MURLEY died 1897 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 
1897 folio website 1897/4933 age 30 born about 1867 
#Grace MURLEY formerly COGAN is buried with her mother-in-law Mary MURLEY 
formerly BAIN and also a grandchild Mary Isobella surname unknown check again 
#Advent MURLEY died 1935 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 
1935 folio 3510 website 1935/22639 age 69 born about 1866 
#Advent MURLEY place Hastings occupation Commission Agent Court Napier filed 
date 06 December 1935 type Will reference Archives NZ Wellington Probate 
agency AAOW accession W3846 item 1968/35 Napier Court 

1-3-1- Mary Elizabeth/Isobella MURLEY born 1895 New Zealand died 1895 New Zealand 
buried Northern Cemetery Dunedin (died young never married) 
#Mary Elizabeth MURLEY born 1895 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1895 folio website 1895/2021 parents Grace and Advent Murley 
#Mary Elizabeth MURLEY died 1895 New Zealand reference RGI NZ death 
registration 1895 folio website 1895/6956 age 1 hour born about 1895 

1-3-2- Edwin Arthur MURLEY born 25 July 1896 Dunedin New Zealand died 21/31 
December 1957 Hastings New Zealand married 1921 New Zealand Eileen 
Francis MURFITT born 1899 died 31 January 1958 Hastings New Zealand 
#Edwin Arthur MURLEY was born on 25 July 1896 in Frederick Street Dunedin.  
His parents were Grace formerly COGAN aged 28 years born Dunedin Otago 
New Zealand and Advent MURLEY aged 29 [sic] years born Dunedin Otago New 
Zealand occupation Ship’s Purser.  His parents were married on 23 August 1893 
in Sydney New South Wales Australia.  The father Advent MURLEY of Dunedin 
registered the birth on 08 September 1896.  The registrar was W J Hall.  
Reference RGO NZ birth registration 1896 folio 3198 Dunedin district website 
1896/326 parents Grace and Advent Murley & certificate collection 
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#Edwin Arthur MURLEY Kaikora School records admission date 03 April 1906 
guardian Mrs Fletcher address Maori Hill birth date 25 July 1896 Last School 
Mataura last day 28 may 1906 destination Hastings (NI) register number 506 
#Edwin Arthur MURLEY single National Bank Napier enlisted WWI Trooper 
13/2460 NOK father A Murley PO Box 41 Hastings 
#Edwin Arthur MURLEY married 1921 New Zealand Eileen Frances MURFITT 
reference RGO NZ death registration 1921 folio 02012 website 1921/9376 
#Edwin Arthur MURLEY died 1958 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1958 folio 507 website 1958/21178 age 62 born about 1896 
#Eileen Frances MURLEY died 1958 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1958 folio website 1958/21179 age 59 born about 1899 
#Newspapers 21 December 1957 & 31 January 1958 there could have been a 
house fire 
#Archives NZ Wellington coroner’s inquests 
#Edwin Arthur MURLEY & Eileen Francis MURLEY Probate records Archives NZ 
Wellington place Hastings Commission Agent court Napier filed date 31 January 
1958 Will reference agency AAOW accession W3846 item 8843/58 
#Eileen Francis MURLEY Probate records married women reference agency 
AAOW accession W3846 item 8844/58 
#Hastings District cemetery website transcripts Advent, Edwin and Eileen 
MURLEY buried together 

 
William Joseph MURLEY was born about 1836-1837 in London England. 
SEARCH (Reference FHC LDS microfilm parish records 
 
1841 Census 56 Brunswick Street Poplar Ossulstone (Tower Division) Middlesex 

 William MURLEY age 5 whether born in this Country Y 
(Reference National Library 1841 Census Poplar Town Hamlet Index as Willm/Richd MINLEY should be William & 
Rebecca MURLEY sighted census) 

 
1851 Census 50 Brunswick Street Poplar Middlesex London England 

 William MURLY son Unmarried age 14 Scholar born Middlesex Poplar 
(Reference National Library 1851 Census Poplar ED 9 Household schedule 45 sighted census) 

 
William MURLEY left England for New Zealand and settled in Dunedin around 1860.  
According to William’s death registration he arrived in New Zealand about 1857 
 
Mary BAIN was born about 1838 in Renfrewshire Scotland and her father was noted as 
Duncan BAIN on her death registration.  I was also given her birth details as born 21 
November 1827 Stoke Hamdon Somerset England. 
SEARCH (Reference LDS FHC microfilm parish records 
 
SEARCH 1841 & 1851 census for Mary BAIN Renfrewshire Scotland or Stoke Hamdon 
Somerset England 
 
Mary BAIN left England for New Zealand and settled in Dunedin about 1859 but her 
death registration calculates her arrival as 1861. 
 
Intention to marry application 26 March 1861 Dunedin district 
William Joseph MURLEY age 24 bachelor occupation Carpenter dwelled Dunedin 1 
month and Mary BAIN age 22 spinster dwelled Dunedin 1 year intend to marry in the 
Episopal Church Dunedin by minister Edward G EDWARDS 
(Reference Archives NZ Wellington Office Intention to marry application 1861 agency BDM series 20 item 6 page 
278 line 28 Dunedin district Repro Micro R-6909) 

 
William Joseph MURLEY married 1861 Dunedin New Zealand Mary BAIN 
ORDER (Reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1861 folio 0847 Dunedin district 
website 1861/2767) 
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1865 Caversham Electoral Roll William Joseph MURLEY Caversham 
SEARCH (Reference NZSG CD Caversham Electoral Roll) 
 
William and Mary MURLEY had a son James Arthur MURLEY who was born 1863 
Dunedin New Zealand 
ORDER (Reference RGO NZ birth registration 1863 folio 479 website 1863/3698) 
 
William and Mary MURLEY had a son Prier MURLEY who was born 1864 New Zealand 
ORDER (Reference RGO NZ birth registration 1864 folio 682 Dunedin district website 
1864/4323 
 
1865-66 Caversham Electorate publication 1866 page 5 

 William Joseph MURLEY address Upper Harbour Caversham Electoral Roll 
(Reference NZSG CD Caversham Electoral Roll Hocken Library) 

 
1866-67 Caversham Electorate publication 1867 page 8 

 William Joseph MURLEY address Upper Harbour Caversham Electoral Roll 
(Reference NZSG CD Caversham Electoral Roll Hocken Library) 

 
William and Mary’s son Prier MURLEY died 1866 New Zealand 
ORDER (Reference RGO NZ death registration 1866 folio 493 Dunedin district website 
1866/1466 age not recorded) 
 
William and Mary MURLEY had a son Advent MURLEY who was born 1866 in Dunedin 
New Zealand. 
ORDER (Reference RGO NZ birth registration 1866 folio 1866 folio 872 website 
1866/5459) 
 
William and Mary MURLEY had a son born about 1868 in Dunedin.  Calculated from the 
death registration of William’s living issue. 
SEARCH (Reference RGO NZ birth registration 1868 folio  
 
William Joseph MURLEY address Upper Harbour Caversham Electoral Roll 

 1867-68 publication 1868 page 9 Caversham Electorate 

 1867-68 publication 1868 page 71 Caversham Electorate 

 1868-69 publication 1869 page 9 Caversham Electorate 

 1869-70 publication 1870 page 60 Peninsula Electorate 

 1869-70 publication 1870 page 7 Caversham Electorate 

 1870-71 publication 1871 page 8 Caversham Electorate 

 1870-71 publication 1871 page 60 Peninsula Electorate 

 1871 publication 1871 page 7 Caversham Electorate 

 1871-72 publication 1872 page 8 Caversham Electorate 

 1873-74 publication 1874 page 7 Caversham Electorate 

 1874-75 publication 1875 page 7 Caversham Electorate 

 1875-76 publication 1876 page 10 Caversham Electorate 

 1875-76 publication 1876 page 11 Caversham Electorate 

 1872-73 publication 1873 page 8 Caversham Electorate 
(Reference Hocken Library Dunedin Caversham Electoral Roll) 

 
1871-1872 Wises Dunedin Directory 

 William J MURLEY Boat builder Manor Place Dunedin 
(Reference NZSG CD Wises Dunedin Directory Dunedin & Suburbs & Districts Page 111 Hocken Library) 

 
William Joseph MURLEY NZ Government Gazette 1872 page 798 
SEARCH (Reference Archives NZ Government Gazette 1872 page 798 
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03 September 1874 
Honourable Superintendent of Canterbury in the first pringin letter I enclose you.  You 
may be able to understand my views and that seven years have passed over my head 
from the time of my new name [sic] and I ask _ _ _ 
There was a hand written letter and also an article in print both from W MURLEY that 
recorded he was born in 1867 and gave details of his strong religious views.  It records 
that he deposited £25 in the Bank of New Zealand and he arrived in Canterbury 20 May 
1873.  Signed and address Lyttleton.  Unsure if this is one of the son’s of William Joseph 
and Mary MURLEY but the date matches. 
ORDER again and take a copy ran out of time when visiting Archives 
(Reference Archives NZ Christchurch Office W Murley to Superintendent Christchurch 9-9-1874 agency CAAR 
accession 287 Item CP 150 ICPS 2137/1874) 

 
James MURLEY - Albany School records 16 December 1876 
SEARCH (School records perhaps son of William and Mary 
 
William Joseph MURLEY was in Timaru around October 1879 as he applied for letters of 
administration to assist his sister Rebecca SHIELDS in the settling the estate of her late 
husband John SHIELDS. 
 
William is shown as dwelling in Timaru by 1887 and is shown as living at Bank Street, the 
same address as his mother. 
 
William Joseph MURLEY Bank Street 
SEARCH 1887 Electoral Rolls and Directories 
 
Mrs M MURLEY “Servants registry” Wises directory 
 
Mary MURLEY formerly BAIN aged 54 years died 16 November 1892 at Graham Street 
Dunedin.  She was born in Renfrewshire Scotland and had dwelled in New Zealand for 
31 years making her arrival in New Zealand around 1861.  Mary’s father was recorded a 
Duncan BAIN but there was no information regarding her mother.  Cause of death was 
Gall Stones 17 year’s obstruction of bile duct 6 weeks as certified by Dr D 
COLQUHOUN.  Mary was buried on 18 November 1892 at the Northern Cemetery 
Dunedin by minister A BEUNTON.  The registration stated that she married William 
Joseph MURLEY in Dunedin Otago and that there were 2 living males age 29 and 25 
years.  Hugh Gourley the Undertaker of Dunedin registered the death on 19 November 
1892. 
(Reference RGO NZ death registration 1892 folio 2089 Dunedin district website 1892/5553 age 54 born about 1838) 

 
Graham Street Dunedin is the same address that was record for James MURLEY in the 
1890-91 Post Office Directory.  I believe James is the son of Mary and William Joseph 
MURLEY. 
 
At the Northern cemetery Dunedin in the same grave as Mary (formerly BAIN) MURLEY 
are buried her daughter-in-law Grace (formerly COGAN) MURLEY and grandchild Mary 
Isobella who should be recorded as Mary Elizabeth MURLEY. 
 
1909 Stones Canterbury Directory - William Joseph MURLEY Boat builder Banks Street 
(Reference Alexander Turnbull Library Wellington Stones Canterbury Directory1909 April) 

 
1911 William Joseph MURLEY Perth Street Timaru 
 
William Joseph MURLEY died 1916 Timaru New Zealand 
ORDER (Reference RGO NZ death registration 1916 Folio 2498 Timaru district 
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William J MURLEY aged 80 years was buried on 12 September 1916 in Section G Block 
C1 Lot 1 at the Timaru Cemetery.  He was buried with both his parents Rebecca and 
William Walker MURLEY.  I have a map of Timaru Cemetery marking were he is buried. 
(Reference Timaru City Council) 

 
Mr E BELL who appeared in the newspaper Funeral Notice was the nephew of William 
Joseph MURLEY. 
 
Timaru Herald September 1916 

Funeral Notices - The Friends of the late WILLIAM JOSEPH MURLEY are respect 
fully informed that his Funeral will leave the Residence of Mr E Bell, Perth Street. 
Tomorrow (Tuesday) the 12the inst. At 3.30 p.m. for the Timaru Cemetery.  - J 
Radcliffe - Undertaker. 
(Reference Alexander Turnbull Library Timaru Herald September 1916 Microfilm Reel 3078 Page 1 Column F) 

 

 
 
2- Rebecca MURLEY born 14 December 1837 Poplar England died 17 July 1907 Timaru 

New Zealand 1
st
 married about 30 September 1863 Dunedin New Zealand John 

SHIELDS born about 1833 London England died 13 March 1879 Timaru New Zealand 
(4 Issue) 2

nd
 married 1886 New Zealand Robert WEBSTER (No Issue) born 1839 

Scotland died 1915 Timaru New Zealand 
2-1- William Murley SHIELDS born 1864 Oamaru New Zealand died 1943 New Zealand 

married 1886 New Zealand Sarah PICKETT born about 1867 died 1949 New 
Zealand 
#William Murley SHIELDS born 1864 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1864 folio website 1964/5407 
#William SHIELDS married 1886 New Zealand Sarah PICKETT reference RGO NZ 
marriage registration 1886 folio 0640 website 1886/741 
#William Murley SHIELDS died 1943 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1943 folio website 1943/22658 age 79 born about 1864 
#Sarah SHIELDS died 1949 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 
1949 folio website 1949/26812 age 82 born about 1867 
#According to a grandson ANDREWS, William (Bill) Murley SHIELDS was a 
successful carpenter and a partner in a firm of Undertakers.  He was however an 
unsuccessful gambler who used to hide his money on a string down the well in the 
backyard.  “He was a funny beggar who used to disappear for long period.”  He 
eventually left his wife and went to Wellington taking the boys with him and leaving 
the girls in Timaru with his wife.  The family used to gather at Sarah’s home on a 
Sunday evening for a sing-a-long around the piano played by May SHIELDS.  
Sarah used to put just enough Kerosene in the lamp to last until she wanted to get 
rid of the family to go to bed. 

2-1-1- William George SHIELDS born 28 February 1886 Timaru New Zealand died 1966 
New Zealand married 1913 New Zealand Evelyn Doris CAMPBELL born 1881 
died 1956 New Zealand 
#William George SHIELDS born 1886 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1886 folio website 1886/7825 parents Sarah and William Shields 
#William George SHIELDS married 1913 New Zealand Evelyn Doris CAMPBELL 
reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1913 folio 7887 
#William George SHIELDS occupation Builder Timaru bankruptcy documents 
dated 11 & 12 July 1916, 27 October 1920, 15 October 1920, 14 October 1924 as 
he was unable to pay his debts published in the “Herald” Timaru Tuesday 14 
October 1924 but there were no amounts so perhaps it was a notice of motion 
and he was not officially bankrupt reference Archives NZ Christchurch Office 
agency CAHY accession 24 box 275 item 635/108 Timaru Court 
#Evelyn SHIELDS died 1956 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 
1956 folio website 1956/24369 age 65 born about 1891 
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#William George SHIELDS died 1966 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1966 folio website 1966/44324 age 80 born about 1886 
#William George SHIELDS married 1951 New Zealand Joan Cross ALLAN 
reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1951 folio 03592 = not sure 
#Joan Cross SHIELDS died 1993 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1993 folio website 1993/55474 born 23 November 1920 = not sure 

2-1-2- Florence (Florrie) SHIELDS born 18 September 1887 Timaru New Zealand died 
1972 New Zealand married 1920 New Zealand Dennis MURPHY  
#Florence SHIELDS (twin) born 1887 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1887 folio website 1887/11922 parents Sarah and William Shields 
#Florence SHIELDS married 1920 New Zealand Denis MURPHY reference RGO 
NZ marriage registration 1920 folio 09276 
#I was told that the marriage lasted 1 week when Florence returned home to 
Maltby Ave Timaru 
#Florence MURPHY died 1972 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1972 folio website 1972/25607 born 18 September 1888 

2-1-2-1- Dorothy MURPHY/MURPHEY 
2-1-3- Lily SHIELDS born 18 September 1887 Timaru New Zealand died 1955 New 

Zealand married 1905 New Zealand James Morrison GUTHRIE born about 1877 
died 1947 New Zealand 
#Lily SHIELDS (twin) born 1887 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1887 folio website 1887/11923 parents Sarah and William Shields 
#James Morrison GUTHRIE may have been born in 1878 Riccarton Ayrshire 
Scotland and his parents may have been Margaret and William GUTHRIE check 
details on website http://www.hawgood.co.uk/excell/Guthrie/d447.h SEARCH 
reference RGO Scotland birth registration 1878 to confirm 
#Lily SHIELDS married 1905 New Zealand James Morrison GUTHRIE reference 
RGO NZ marriage registration 1905 folio 6641 
#James Morrison GUTHRIE died 1947 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1947 folio website 1947/31646 age 70 born about 1877 
#Lily GUTHRIE died 1955 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 
1955 folio website 1955/29538 age 68 born about 1887 

2-1-3-1- James Morrison GUTHRIE born 1906 New Zealand died 1911 New Zealand 
(died young never married) 
#James Morrison GUTHRIE died 1911 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1911 folio website 1911/6792 age 5 years born about 1906 

2-1-3-2- Percy Norman GUTHRIE born 06 February 1907 New Zealand died 2002 New 
Zealand married 1936 Lucy May FITSGERALD 
#Percy Norman GUTHRIE died 2002 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 2002 folio website 2002/7567 born 06 February 1907 

2-1-3-2-1- Living female GUTHRIE 
2-1-3-3- Male living GUTHRIE and Female EAMES 
2-1-3-3-1- Living male GUTHRIE 
2-1-3-3-2- Living female GUTHRIE and Living male (3 Issue) 
2-1-3-3-3- Living female GUTHRIE 
2-1-3-3-4- Living male GUTHRIE 
2-1-3-4- Florence Lily (Mazie) GUTHRIE born 30 April 1911 died 1988 New Zealand 

married 1934 Lester Francis DORE 
#Florence Lily DORE died 1988 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1988 folio website 1988/53524 born 30 April 1911 

2-1-3-4-1- Living male DORE married Living female MANN 
2-1-3-4-1-1- Living male DORE 
2-1-3-4-1-2- Living female DORE 
2-1-3-4-2- Living female DORE married Living male LANG 
2-1-3-4-2-1- Living male LANG 
2-1-3-4-2-1-1- Living male LANG 
2-1-3-4-2-1-2- Living female LANG 

http://www.hawgood.co.uk/excell/Guthrie/d447.h
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2-1-3-4-2-2- Living female LANG 
2-1-3-5- Olive Euphemia GUTHRIE born 25 May 1914 New Zealand died 1987 New 

Zealand 
#Olive Euphemina GUTHRIE died 1987 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1987 folio website 1987/53395 born 25 May 1914 

2-1-3-6- Mona Eileen GUTHRIE born 22 March 1918 died 09 May 1995 New Zealand 
married 1941 Harry EVANS 
#Mona Eileen EVANS died 1995 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1995 folio website 1995/40642 born 22 March 1918 

2-1-3-6-1- Living female EVANS married Living male LATIMER 
2-1-3-6-1-1- Living female LATIMER married Living male CHISNAL 
2-1-3-6-1-1-1- Living male CHISNAL 
2-1-3-6-1-1-2- Living female CHRISNAL 
2-1-3-6-1-2- Living male LATIMER 
2-1-3-6-1-3- Living male LATIMER married Living female JOYCE 
2-1-3-6-1-3-1- Living female LATIMER 
2-1-3-6-1-4- Living female LATIMER married Living male MARTIN 
2-1-3-6-2- Living female EVANS 
2-1-3-6-3- Living male EVANS 
2-1-3-6-4- Living male EVANS 
2-1-3-7- Stanley Laurence GUTHRIE born 1919 died 01 July 1988 New Zealand married 

Euice born died 13 June 1973 
#Stanley Lawrence GUTHRIE died 1988 New Zealand reference RGO NZ 
death registration 1988 folio website 1988/48224 born 23 October 1919 

2-1-3-7-1- Living female GUTHRIE married Living male GEDDES 
2-1-3-7-1-1- Michael Andrew GEDDES born 22 August 1969 killed in car accident 1999 

married Living female WHEALAN 
2-1-3-7-1-1-1- Living male GEDDES 
2-1-3-7-1-1-2- Living male GEDDES 
2-1-3-7-1-2- Living female GEDDES married Living male FINN 
2-1-3-7-1-2-1- Living male FINN 
2-1-3-7-1-2-2- Living female FINN 
2-1-3-8- Living male GUTHRIE married Living female JAGER 
2-1-3-8-1- Living male GUTHRIE 
2-1-3-9- Living male GUTHRIE married Living female CAMPION 
2-1-3-9-1- Living female GUTHRIE 
2-1-3-9-2- Living male GUTHRIE 
2-1-3-10- Allen Raymond GUTHRIE born 1927 New Zealand died 1965 New Zealand 

married 1949 Living female MCCORMACK 
#Allan Raymond GUTHRIE died 1965 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1965 folio website 1965/44914 age 38 born about 1927 

2-1-3-10-1- Living male GUTHRIE 
2-1-3-10-2- Living female GUTHRIE 
2-1-3-10-3- Living female GUTHRIE 
2-1-4- Rebecca Olive SHIELDS born about 26 July 1889 New Zealand died 1942 New 

Zealand married 21 April 1915 New Zealand Adolphus Owen ANDREWS born 
about 1882 died 1968 New Zealand 
#Rebecca Olive SHIELDS born 1889 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1889 folio website 1889/10302 parents Sarah and William Murley 
Shields 
#Rebecca Olive SHIELDS, born 26 July 1889, parent William SHIELDS, address 
Matilda Street, Timaru Main School, register number 477, admission date 21 
August 1894, last Day October 1897, last School None, destination Upper School 
reference School admission records 
#Rebecca Olive SHIELDS married 1915 New Zealand Adolphus Owen 
ANDREWS reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1915 folio 04064 
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#Olive Rebecca ANDREWS died 1942 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1942 folio website 1942/29122 age 52 born about 1890 
#Adolphus Owen ANDREWS died 1968 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1968 folio website 1968/47397 age 86 born about 1882 

2-1-4-1- Living male ANDREWS married Living female HEIL 
2-1-4-1-1- Living male ANDREWS (never married) 
2-1-4-1-2- Living female ANDREWS married Living male HAGENAAR 
2-1-4-1-2-1- HAGENAAR 
2-1-4-1-2-2- HAGENAAR 
2-1-4-1-2-3- HAGENAAR 
2-1-4-1-2-4- HAGENAAR 
2-1-4-1-2-5- HAGENAAR 
2-1-4-1-2-6- HAGENAAR 
2-1-4-1-3- Living male ANDREWS 
2-1-4-2- Living male ANDREWS 1

st
 married 1945 New Zealand Marie Isabelle 

CAMPBELL born 25 January 1916 died 1973 New Zealand 2
nd

 married Living 
female KING 
#Marie Isabelle ANDREWS died 1973 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1973 folio website 1973/46574 born 25 January 1916 

2-1-4-2-1- Living female ANDREWS married Living male BIRRELL 
2-1-4-2-1-1- Living male BIRRELL 
2-1-4-2-1-2- Living female BIRRELL 
2-1-4-2-1-3- Living female BIRRELL 
2-1-4-2-2- Living male ANDREWS married Living female THOMSON 
2-1-4-2-2-1- Living male ANDREWS married Living female 
2-1-4-2-2-1-1- Living male ANDREWS 
2-1-4-2-2-1-2- Living female ANDREWS 
2-1-4-2-2-2- Living female ANDREWS 
2-1-4-2-2-3- Living male ANDREWS 
2-1-4-2-2-4- Living male ANDREWS 
2-1-4-2-3- Living male ANDREWS married Living female HODGE 
2-1-4-2-3-1- Living male ANDREWS and Living female 
2-1-4-2-3-1-1- Living female ANDREWS 
2-1-4-2-3-1-2- Living male ANDREWS 
2-1-4-2-3-2- Living male ANDREWS 
2-1-4-2-4- Living male ANDREWS married living female (no known issue) 
2-1-5- John Murley SHIELDS born 1893 New Zealand died 1970 New Zealand married 

1916 New Zealand Violet HARRIS born about 1896 died 1966 New Zealand (no 
known issue) 
#John Murlie SHIELDS born 1893 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1893 folio website 1893/8413 parents Sarah and William Murlie 
Shields 
#John Hurley SHIELDS married 1916 New Zealand Violet HARRIS reference 
RGO NZ marriage registration 1916 folio 0053 
#John Hurley SHIELDS dwelling Masterton around 1924 
#Violet SHIELDS died 1966 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 
1966 folio website 1966/27068 age 70 born about 1896 
#John Murlie SHIELDS died 1970 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1970 folio website 1970/44796 age 77 born about 1893 

2-1-6- Arthur Prior SHIELDS born 01 December 1896 Timaru New Zealand died 1921 
Timaru New Zealand (never married) 
#Arthur Prior SHIELDS born 1897 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1897 folio website 1897/3096 parents Sarah and William Murley 
Shields 
#Arthur Prior SHIELDS enlisted WWI private 3/3033-plasterer NOK mother Sarah 
Shields Maltby Street Timaru 
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#Arthur Prior SHIELDS died 1924 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1924 folio website 1924/8275 age 27 born about 1897 
#Probate - Arthur Prior Shields of Timaru Mechanic hereby revoke all forms wills 
made by me and by this my last will devise and bequeath all my real and 
personal estate whatsoever unto my brother John Murlie Shields of Masterton 
Plasterer absolutely and appoint him executor of this my will reference Archives 
NZ Christchurch agency CAHY accession 145 item TU 2312/1924 

2-1-7- Elesette (Hettie or Ettie) SHIELDS born 11 September 1898 New Zealand died 
1921 New Zealand married 1920 New Zealand Francis Hamblin READE born 
about 1897 died 1959 New Zealand  
#Elesette SHIELDS born 1898 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 
1898 folio website 1898/12458 parents Sarah and William Murley Shields 
#Elesette SHIELDS married 1920 New Zealand Francis Hamblin READE 
reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1920 folio 03377 
#Elesette READE died 1921 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 
1921 folio website 1921/7071 age 23 born about 1898 
#Francis Hamblin READE died 1959 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1959 folio website 1959/37668 age 62 born about 1897 

2-1-7-1- Francis Arthur READE born 1921 New Zealand died at birth 1921 New Zealand 
2-1-8- Percy SHIELDS born 1900 New Zealand died 1901 New Zealand (died young 

never married) 
#Percy SHIELDS born 1900 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 
1900 folio website 1900/18492 parents Sarah and William Murley Shields 
#Percy SHIELDS died 1901 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 
1901 folio website 1901/3965 age 6 months born about 1900 
#Percy SHIELDS younger sister Elsie Muriel SHIELDS was buried with him 

2-1-9- Ethel Doris SHIELDS born 12 October 1903 New Zealand died 1989 New Zealand 
(tailoress) married 1924 New Zealand Edward CLARKSON (labourer) 
#Ethel Doris SHIELDS born 1903 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1903 folio website 1903/9940 parents Sarah and William Murley 
Shields 
#Ethel Doris SHIELDS married 1924 New Zealand Edward CLARKSON 
reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1924 folio 05100 
#Ethel Doris CLARKSON died 1989 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1989 folio website 1989/46949 born 12 October 1903 

2-1-9-1- Living male CLARKSON married twice 
2-1-9-2- Living male CLARKSON married living female 
2-1-9-3- Living female CLARKSON married Living male TREVATHAN 
2-1-10- Elsie Muriel SHIELDS born 1903 New Zealand died 08 July 1904 New Zealand 

(died young never married) 
#Elsie Muriel SHIELDS born 1905 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1905 folio website 1905/12630 parents Sarah and William Murley 
Shields 
#Elsie Muriel SHIELDS died 1904 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1904 folio website 1904/5677 age 8 months born about 1903 
#Elsie SHIELDS age 8 months (born about 1903) was buried on 08 July 1904 in 
Section G Block C1 Lot 63 of the Timaru Cemetery reference Timaru City 
Council 
#Elsie Muriel SHIELDS was struck by lightning search newspapers 

2-1-11- May SHIELDS born 1908 New Zealand died 1990 New Zealand married 1938 
New Zealand William Crosbie (Cobe) CLARK born 1893 died 1966 New 
Zealand 
#May SHIELDS born 1908 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 
1908 folio website 1908/3404 parents Sarah and William Murley Shields 
#May SHIELDS married 1938 New Zealand William Crosbie CLARK reference 
RGO NZ marriage registration 1938 folio 10951 
#William Crosbie CLARK was a Chemist in Timaru 
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#William Crosbie CLARK died 1966 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1966 folio website 1966/47510 age 73 born about 1893 
#May CLARK died 1990 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 
1990 folio website 1990/32746 born 14 February 19081966 New Zealand  

2-1-11-1- Living male CLARKE married Living female 
2-2- John Audley/Dudley SHIELDS born 1866 New Zealand died 23 April 1894 Timaru 

New Zealand (never married) 
#John Audley SHIELDS born 1866 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1866 folio website 1866/6759 
#John Audley SHIELDS occupation Express man 1893 Timaru Electoral roll 
#John Dudley SHIELDS died 1894 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1894 folio website 1894/3388 age 27 born about 1867 
#John SHIELDS age 27 years (born about 1867) was buried on 24 April 1894 in 
Section G Block C1 Lot 63 of the Timaru Cemetery reference Timaru City Council 
cemetery records 
#DEATH – SHIELDS – On April 23

rd
 after a short illness John Audley Shields son 

of Rebecca Webster aged 27 years.  Deeply regretted reference National library of 
NZ papers past website Timaru Herald 24 April 1894 page 2 volume LVII Issue 
5947 

2-3- George Olive SHIELDS born 25 November 1870 died before 02 March 1962 
Christchurch married 1896 New Zealand Arabella THOMPSON born 1871 died 1933 
New Zealand 
#George Olive SHIELDS born 1870 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 14870 folio website 1870/10506 
#George Olive SHIELDS married 1896 New Zealand Arabella THOMPSON 
reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1896 folio 3160 website 1896/2255 
#MARRIAGE – SHIELDS – THOMPSON – On August 26

th
 by the Rev C E Beecroft 

George third son of the late John Shields Timaru to Arabella third daughter of James 
Thompson County Down Ireland reference National Library of NZ papers past 
website Timaru Herald 29 August 1896 page 2 volume LX Issue 2173 
#George Olive SHIELDS occupation Cabinetmaker 1893 Electoral roll Timaru 
#Arabella SHIELDS died 1933 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 
1933 folio website 1933/1670 age 62 born about 1871 
#George SHIELDS died 1962 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 
1962 folio website 1962/29410 age 91 born about 1871 
#Probate – George Olive SHIELDS of Canterbury Retired Cabinet Maker bequeaths 
his estate to daughter Isabel Rebecca Spence or if deceased her daughter filed date 
02 March 1962 reference Archives NZ Christchurch office agency CAHX accession 
171 item CH221/62) 
#George Shields was a cabinetmaker, hotel owner and lastly a joint venture with his 
son-in-law as a High Country Sheep Farmer which unfortunately was lost during the 
depression.  He had red hair and was a brilliant piano player 

2-3-1- Isabella Rebecca (Rebie) SHIELDS born 04 April 1897 Timaru New Zealand died 
1988 New Zealand 1

st
 married 1919 New Zealand John Richard WALLACE born 

1878 died 1932 New Zealand 2
nd

 married 1937 New Zealand Daniel SPENCE 
born died New Zealand 
#Isabella Robenia SHIELDS born 1897 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1897 folio website 1897/7237 parents Arabella and George Clive 
SHIELDS 
#Isabella Rebecca SHIELDS married 1919 New Zealand John Richard 
WALLACE reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1919 folio 8972 
#John Richard WALLACE died 1932 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1932 folio website 1932/9207 age 54 born about 1878 
#Isabella Rebecca WALLACE married 1937 New Zealand Daniel SPENCE 
reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1937 folio 12004 
#Isabella Rebecca SPENCE died 1988 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1988 folio website 1988/50453 born 04 April 1896 
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#I was told that Isabella had red hair like her ancestor Rebecca 
2-3-1-1- Living female WALLACE married Ron HARPER born died (Ron was a pilot with 

the 74th Squadron during WWII) 
2-3-1-1-1- Living female HARPER and Living male HEWITT 
2-3-1-1-1-1- Living female HEWITT 
2-3-1-1-1-2- Living male HEWITT 
2-3-1-1-2- Living female HARPER and Living male WEST 
2-3-1-1-2-1- Living male WEST 
2-3-1-1-2-2- Living male WEST 
2-4- Charles Herbert Murley SHIELDS born 12 July 1873 Timaru New Zealand died 12 

August 1952 Timaru New Zealand married 1908 New Zealand Elisette (Ette) 
WEBSTER born 1877 New Zealand died 1962 New Zealand 
#Charles Herbert SHIELD born 1873 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1873 folio website 1873/10398 
#Charles Herbert SHIELDS married 1908 New Zealand Elisette WEBSTER 
reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1908 folio 7819 
#Elisette was the daughter of Rebecca’s (Webster ex Shields formerly Murley) 2

nd
 

husband Robert WEBSTER - Charles and Elisette grew up together 
#Charles Herbert SHIELDS Arthur St Timaru Boot-repairer registered in the World 
War One 2nd reserves 
#Charles Herbert SHIELDS was a boot maker at the bottom of Arthur Street 
Timaru and an accomplished violinist 
#Herbert Charles SHIELDS died 1952 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1952 folio website 1952/26424 age 79 born about 1873 
#Probate Charles Herbert SHIELDS retired Bootmaker Timaru bequeaths estate to 
wife Elisette Shields and if deceased his son Frank Shields Timaru and daughter 
Rebecca Amy SIEVWRIGHT reference Archives NZ Christchurch agency CAHY 
accession 145 item TU 8564/1952 Timaru 
#Elisette WEBSTER died about 25 June 1962 Te Awamutu New Zealand 
reference RGO NZ death registration 1962 folio website 1962/26722 age 85 born 
about 1877 

2-4-1- Frank SHIELDS born 1911 died 1963 New Zealand and Living female 
#Frank SHIELDS died 1963 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 
1963 folio website 1963/45704 age 52 born about 1911 

2-4-1-1- Living male SHIELDS 
2-4-1-2- Living male SHIELDS 
2-4-1-3- Living male SHIELDS 
2-4-1-4- Living male SHIELDS 
2-4-2- Rebecca Amy SHIELDS born 10 December 1913 died 2001 New Zealand married 

1940 New Zealand Keith Gowans SIEVWRIGHT born about 1915 died 1965 New 
Zealand 
#Rebecca Amy SHIELDS married 1940 New Zealand Keith Gowans SIEWRIGHT 
reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1940 folio 17282 
#Keith Gowans SIEVWRIGHT died 1965 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1965 folio website 1965/42875 age 50 born about 1915 
#Rebecca Amy SIEVWRIGHT died 2001 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 2001 folio website 2001/3982 born 10 December 1913 

2-4-2-1- Living female SIEVWRIGHT and Living male DOWNARD 
2-4-2-1-1- Living female DOWNARD 
2-4-2-1-2- Living male DOWNARD 
2-4-2-2- Living male SIEVWRIGHT (twin) 
2-4-2-2-1- Living male SIEVWRIGHT 
2-4-2-2-2- Living male SIEVWRIGHT 
2-4-2-2-3- Living male SIEVWRIGHT 
2-4-2-3- Living male SIEVWRIGHT (twin) 
2-4-2-3-1- Living female SIEVWRIGHT 
2-4-2-3-2- Living male SIEVWRIGHT 
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2-4-2-3-3- Living female SIEVWRIGHT 
2-4-2-3-4- Living male SIEVWRIGHT 
2-4-2-3-5- Living male SIEVWRIGHT 
2-4-2-4- Living male SIEVWRIGHT 
2-4-2-4-1- Living male SIEVWRIGHT 
2-4-2-4-2- Living female SIEVWRIGHT 
 
Rebecca MURLEY was born 14 December 1937 in Poplar Middlesex England. 
ORDER (Reference RGO UK Birth 1837 December quarter Poplar district volume 2 page 
216) 
 
1841 Census 56 Brunswick Street Poplar Ossulstone (Tower Division) Middlesex 

 Rebecca MURLEY age 3 whether born in this Country 
(Reference National Library 1841 Census Poplar Town Hamlet Index as Willm/Richd MINLEY should be William & 
Rebecca MURLEY sighted census) 

 
1851 Census 50 Brunswick Street Poplar Middlesex London England 

 Rebecca MURLY daughter age 13 Scholar born Middlesex Poplar 
 (Reference National Library 1851 Census Poplar ED 9 Household schedule 45 sighted census) 

 
1861 Census 56 Brunswick Street All Saints Lower Hamlet Poplar Middlesex London 

 Rebecca MURLEY daughter unmarried age 23 Governess born Blackwell Middlesex 
(Reference National Library 1861 Census Poplar ED 27 Household schedule 108 sighted census) 

 
Rebecca MURLEY and her mother sailed on the “Sarah M” from England on 26 
September 1962 and arrived in Otago New Zealand on 31 December 1962.  The family 
first settled in Dunedin and later Timaru. 
 
Shipping Index Elizabeth & Rebecca MURLEY 
Ship “Sarah M” 1862 Misc 43, p 12 to Otago arrived December 31 1862 
(National Archives of NZ Shipping Index) 

 
The “Sarah M” left England on 26 September 1862 and arrived in Otago New Zealand 31 
December 1862.  I have been unable to locate the full passenger list of the “Sarah M”. 
 
Government publication “Sarah M”, December 31 1862 
From list of Immigrants, Debtors to the Provincial Government of Otago for passage 
moneys. (“Assisted Immigration Passage Money Accounts”) corrected from Treasury 
Books, 4

th
 August 1869 inclusive.  The number before the name must be given in all 

references respecting any of the parties.  The dates of the last payment.  (Note no date 
of their names) 
2892 MURLEY Elizabeth £7.0.0. 
2893 MURLEY Rebecca £7.0.0. 
(Reference National Archives of NZ Wellington Misc. 43, page 12 = Repro 1715 in reading room) 

 
John SHIELDS was born about 1835 perhaps England 
SEARCH (Reference FHC LDFS microfilm parish records 
 
John SHIELDS along with his brother Andrew SHIELDS came to New Zealand on the 
“GIL BLAS” which departed Melbourne Australia 26 August 1856 and arrived in Otago 
that same year 
ORDER (Reference FHC LDS microfilm 0284477 PROV VPRS 948) 
 
Otago Witness newspaper 13 September 1856 

ARRIVED – Sept. 6 Gil Blas 175 tons Nicol from Melbourne Passengers – 
Captain Cargill John Shields, Andrew Shields (plus other passengers recorded) 

(Reference National Library of NZ papers past website Otago Witness 13 September 1856 page 2 Issue 250) 

 



www.lynly.gen.nz/index.htm 

BELL chart 34-35 compiled by Lynly Lessels Yates New Zealand updated Friday, 13 September 2013 19 

John SHIELDS may have return to England after 1856 and journeyed again to New 
Zealand in 1862 on the ship “Lightening”. 
 
John SHIELDS age 32 male status single country England ship “LIGHTENING” Port of 
departure Melbourne date of departure 13 September 1862 Port of arrival Otago date of 
arrival 1862 number 16329  
ORDER (Reference FHC LDS microfilm 0284490 PROV VPRS 948) 
 
Intention to marry application 20 July 1863 Dunedin district 
Rebecca MURLEY spinster aged 25 years dwelled in Dunedin for 6 months and John 
SHIELDS bachelor occupation Carpenter aged 30 years dwelled in Dunedin 6 years 
intend to marry in the House of James Ford Cumberland Street Dunedin by Rev Isaac 
Hard. 
(Reference Archives of NZ Wellington Intention to marry 1963 agency BDM series 20 item 8 page 342 line 226 
Dunedin district) 

 
Rebecca MURLEY married John SHIELDS 1863 in Dunedin. 
ORDER (Reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1863 folio 918 Dunedin district 
website 1863/2082) 
 
Otago Daily Times newspaper 28 July 1863 

MARRIED – On the 25
th
 instant by the Rev Isaac Harding Mr John Shields of 

Dunedin to Miss Rebecca Murley eldest daughter of Mr W W Murley Blackwall 
Dunedin. 

(Reference National Library of NZ papers past website Otago Daily Times 28 July 1863 page 4 issue 500) 

 
1863 NZ Directory John SHIELDS occupation Carpenter place George Street 
 
Rebecca and John had a son William Murley SHIELDS who was born 1864 New Zealand 
ORDER (Reference RGO NZ birth registration 1864 folio website 1964/5407) 
 
Rebecca and John had a son John Audley SHIELDS who was born 1866 New Zealand 
ORDER (Reference RGO NZ birth registration 1866 folio website 1866/6759) 
 
Rebecca and John had a son George Olive SHIELDS who was born 25 November 1870 
New Zealand 
ORDER (Reference RGO NZ birth registration 1870 folio website 1870/10506) 
 
Rebecca and John had a son Charles Herbert Murley SHIELD who was born 1873 New 
Zealand 
ORDER (Reference RGO NZ birth registration 1873 folio website 1873/10398) 
 
Timaru Main School Record 
George MURLEY born 25 November 1870 parents Mrs John Shields address Arthur 
Street admission date 1876 last school none last day 19 December 1883 destination 
gone to work register number 61 
 
John SHIELDS was a carpenter.  He was working at Pleasant Point when on 13 March 
1879 while standing between the rails he was run down by a train in the dark.  According 
to the article in the Timaru Herald, “He was under the influence of liquor”.  The train was 
running an hour late because of the races.  Rebecca had bright red hair.  They lived at 8 
Arthur Street Timaru. 
 
Rebecca’s husband John SHIELDS died 13 March 1879 Timaru New Zealand 
ORDER (Reference RGO NZ death registration 1879 folio website 1879/2125 age 45 
born about 1834) 
 
Grey River Argus newspaper 14 March 1879  
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TIMARU March 13 – A Man named Shields was standing between the rails and 
was caught by an engine and seriously injured and has since died.  Shields was 
under the influence of drink at the time.  He leaves a wife and three young 
children comfortable provided for. 

(Reference National Library of NZ papers past website Grey River Argus 14 March 1879 page 2 volume XXII Issue 
3299) 

 
Star newspaper 14 March 1879 

TIMARU [Special] March 13 – Shields who was run over by the train expired this 
morning.  At the inquest to-day a verdict was retuned that no blame was 
attachable to the engine driver.  The deceased leaves a wife and three young 
children comfortable provided for. 

(Reference National Library of NZ papers past website Star 14 March 1879 page 2 Issue 2409) 

 
North Otago Times newspaper 14 March 1879 

A man named Shields was standing between the rails this side of Pleasant Point 
last night and was caught by the engine and seriously injured.  He was brought 
into town but expired this morning.  At an inquest to-day a verdict was returned 
that no blame was attachable to the engine-driver.  Shields was under the 
influence of drink at the time.  He leaves a wife and three young children 
comfortably provided for. 

(Reference National Library of NZ papers past website North Otago Times 14 March 1879 page 2 volume XXVIII 
Issue 2141) 

 
SEARCH for 1875/79 coroner report Archives NZ Wellington Office for John SHIELDS 
 
John SHIELDS age 35 years (born about 1844) was buried on 14 March 1879 in Section 
G Block C1 Lot 2 of the Timaru Cemetery. 
(Reference Timaru City Council cemetery records) 

 
District Court of Timaru & Oamaru Holden to Timaru 
In the matter of the Estate of John SHIELDS late of Timaru New Zealand 
Carpenter deceased Intestate 
The 30

th
 day of October 1879 

Wm. MURLEY wish apply for an order that letters of administration of the estate 
and effects curios [sic] of the above named John SHIELDS deceased be granted 
to Rebecca SHIELDS the widow of the deceased on her giving security for the 
due administration both thought. 
A ORMSBY – Solicitor for the said Rebecca SHIELDS 
(Please note that William Murley is the brother of Rebecca Shields) 

 
IN the District Court of Timaru and Oamaru Holden at Timaru 
In the matter of the estate of JOHN SHIELDS late of Timaru New Zealand 
carpenter deceased Intestate. 
The thirtieth day of October 1879 
Upon the application of Mr Ormsby of counsel for Rebecca SHIELDS the widow 
of the said above named John Shields deceased and after reading the three 
several Affidavits of the said Rebecca SHIELDS filed herein he ninth day of 
October one thousand eight hundred and seventy nine It is ordered that Letters 
of administration of the estate effects and credits of the late John SHIELDS be 
granted to the said Rebecca SHIELDA on her giving security for the due 
administration thereof she having been already sworn well and faithfully to 
administer the same as required by law so to do 
By the Court – Thomas Howley Clerk 
Check files in cabinet to transcribe complete documents 

(Reference National Archives of NZ Christchurch Office Dept of Justice TU 91/1879) 

 
Robert WEBSTER was born about 1839 perhaps in St Andrews Fife Scotland.  He was 
the youngest son of James WEBSTER of St Andrews Fife Scotland. 



www.lynly.gen.nz/index.htm 

BELL chart 34-35 compiled by Lynly Lessels Yates New Zealand updated Friday, 13 September 2013 21 

SEARCH (Reference LDS FHC microfilm parish records 
 
Robert WEBSTER married Elisette CULLMANN 1872 New Zealand 
ORDER (Reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1872 folio website 1872/8333) 
 
Timaru Herald 31 July 1872 

MARRIED – July 17 at Timaru by the Rev Wm Lee Wesleyan Minister Robert 
second youngest son of James Webster St Andrews Fife Scotland to Elisetta 
youngest daughter of John Christian Cullmann Dhaun Germany. 

(Reference National Library of NZ papers past website Timaru Herald newspaper 31 July 1872 page 2 Volume XVII 
issue 780) 

 
Robert and Elisette WEBSTER had 5 children Robert James born 1875, Barbara born 
1877, Elisette born 1878, William born 1879 and Eliza born 1881 all born in New Zealand 
 
1881 Timaru Electoral roll 

 Robert WEBSTER Grocer Timaru freehold Store on section 129 Timaru record 1027 
(Reference New Zealand Society of Genealogists CD combined NZ Electoral Roll transcripts) 

 
Elisette WEBSTER died Saturday 11 February 1882 New Zealand and buried Timaru 
cemetery General section Block F plot 45 new row 9 new plot 45 
ORDER (Reference RGO NZ death registration 1882 folio website 1882/775 age 41 born 
about 1841) 
 
Timaru Herald newspaper 23 February 1882 
DEATHS – WEBSTER – On the 11

th
 February at Barnard street Timaru after a lingering 

illness Elisette the beloved wife of R Webster aged 41.  Deeply regretted 
(Reference National Library papers past website Timaru Herald newspaper 23 February 1882 page 2) 

 
Timaru Herald newspaper 04 January 1886 

MARRIAGE – WEBSTER – SHIELDS – On the 2
nd

 January at the residence of 
the bridegroom Barnard street by the Rev W P Fairclough Robert Webster to 
Rebecca Shields both of Timaru 

(Reference National Library of NZ papers past website Timaru Herald 04 January 1886 page 2) 

 
Intention to marry application 1886 
Rebecca SHIELDS and Robert WEBSTER 
SEARCH (Reference Archives NZ Wellington Intention to marry application 1886 agency 
BDM series 20 item 
 
Rebecca SHEILDS formerly MURLEY (widow) married 1886 New Zealand Robert 
WEBSTER (widower) 
ORDER (Reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1886 folio 0645 website 1886/747) 
 
Timaru Herald newspaper 26 March 1889 

Notices - I have authorised Mr R WEBSTER to Collect the Book Debts in his 
Estate whose receipt will be a sufficier [sic] discharged 
Rebecca WEBSTER 

(Reference National Library of NZ papers past website Timaru Herald newspaper 26 March 1889 page 1) 

 
Timaru Herald newspaper 06 April 1889 

In Bankruptcy - In the Estate of Robert WEBSTER Grocer Timaru 
I have accepted the tender of Rebecca WESBSTER of Timaru for the Book Debts 
in the Estate - W C BESWICK - Deputy Assignee - Timaru 4

th
 April 1889 

(Reference National Library of NZ papers past website Timaru Herald newspaper 06 April 1889 page 1) 

 
1893 Timaru Electoral Roll 

 Rebecca WEBSTER married domestic duties Timaru residential record 3656 

 Robert WEBSTER Grocer Timaru Residential record number 3655 
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(Reference New Zealand Society of Genealogists CD combined NZ Electoral Roll transcripts) 

 
Rebecca and her late husband John’s son John Audley SHIELDS died on 23 April 1894 
Timaru 
SEARCH (Reference RGO NZ death registration 1894 folio and also Timaru Herald 
newspapers 
 
Rebecca and her late husband John’s son George Olive SHIELDS married Arabella 
THOMPSON 1896 
ORDER (Reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1896 folio 3160 
SEARCH (Reference Archives NZ Wellington Intention to marry application 1896 agency 
BDM series 20 item 
 
1896 Timaru Electoral roll 

 Rebecca WEBSTER married domestic duties Timaru Residential record 4126 

 Robert WEBSTER Grocer Timaru residential record 4127 
(Reference New Zealand Society of Genealogists CD combined NZ Electoral Roll transcripts) 

 
Rebecca WEBSTER ex SHIELDS formerly MURLEY age 69 died 17 July 1907 at Timaru 
New Zealand 
ORDER (Reference RGO NZ death registration 1907 folio Timaru district website 
1907/6572 age 69 born about 1838) 
 
Please note that Rebecca’s second husband Robert WEBSTER died 1915 New Zealand 
and he was buried with his first wife Elisette in the Timaru cemetery 
ORDER (Reference RGO NZ death registration 1915 folio website 1915/6817 age 76 
born about 1839) 
 
Timaru Herald 1907 

Funeral Notices - Friends are respectfully informed that the Funeral of the late 
Mrs WEBSTER will leave her late Residence, Arthur Street, for the Timaru 
Cemetery, THIS DAY, the 19

th
, at 2.p.m. - J Radcliffe Undertaker 

(Reference Alexander Turnbull Library Timaru Herald Microfilm Reel 3001 July-Sept 1907 Page 1 Column D) 

 
Rebecca WEBSTER aged 69 years was buried on 17 July 1907 in Section G Block C1 
Lot 68 at the Timaru Cemetery.  She was buried in the same plot as Ashton WEBSTER 
aged 10 years who was buried on 26 December 1874 and Thomas WEBSTER aged 32 
years who was buried on 20 November 1867. 
(Reference Timaru City Council) 

 
Robert WEBSTER died 21 September 1915 New Zealand buried Timaru cemetery 
ORDER (Reference RGO NZ death registration 1915 folio website 1915/6817 age 76 
born about 1839) 
 
Timaru Cemetery Headstone 

MURLEY William Walker died 16 February 1872 age 63 years also John 
SHIELDS died 13 March 1875 aged 45, also John Audley SHIELDS died 23 
April1894 aged 27 years and Rebecca MURLEY died 20 August 1905 aged 92 
years and her daughter Rebecca WEBSTER died 17 July 1907 aged 69 years. 

(Reference Christchurch Museum Library NZSG Microfiche of Timaru Cemetery Transcripts) 

Note other SHIELDS are buried in the next plot but there is no headstone on this plot. 
 

 
 
3- Henry MURLEY born 30 January 1845 Poplar Middlesex England 
 
Henry MURLEY born about 1845 Poplar Middlesex England 
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ORDER (Reference RGO UK Birth 1845 March quarter Poplar District Volume 2 Page 
36) 
 
1851 Census 50 Brunswick Street Poplar Middlesex London England 

 Henry MURLY son age 6 Scholar born Middlesex Poplar 
(Reference National Library 1851 Census Poplar ED 9 Household schedule 45 sighted census) 

 
1861 Census 56 Brunswick Street All Saints Lower Hamlet Poplar Middlesex London 

 Henry MURLEY son unmarried age 16 Apprentice born Blackwell Middlesex 
(Reference National Library 1861 Census Poplar ED 27 Household schedule 108 sighted census) 

 
Searched the 1871 census but there was no trace that matched our Henry MURLEY 
 
Searched the RGO UK death registration between 1861 & 1871 but there was no trace to 
matched our Henry MURLEY 
 
Henry MURLEY may have immigrated to another country 
 

 
 

4- Elizabeth Sarah MURLEY born about 1845 - 1848 London England died 30 
September 1928 Wanganui New Zealand married 08 April 1871 Timaru New Zealand 
Peter Jamieson BELL refer chart 16-17 (9 Issue) 

 
NOTE : Elizabeth Sarah BELL formerly MURLEY claimed William Holman HUNT the 
Pre-Raphaelite 19

th
 century artists as a (Murley/Olive) cousin.  The sculpture and 

engraver, Anthony CARDON was also a cousin and there is an engraving of his.  It was 
an engraving of a painting by an artist W Ledder DELT.  He engraved three of the “Cries 
of London” from 1794-1796 taking over from Francis WHEATLEY.  There is another 
engraving of his of Willow Pattern Bowls and plates.  This was lent by E.S. BELL of 12 
Trafalgar Street to the Christchurch Exhibition at the same time as Hunt’s “The Light of 
the World” was exhibited.  Paintings of Christ in the front of some Bibles.  Anthony 
(Antoine) CARDON was born in Brussels in 1772 and came to London in 1792, so he 
must have married a cousin.  A Maggie CARDON was Elizabeth (Murley) BELLs cousin.  
Holman HUNT likewise must have been a relative by marriage as his father was William 
HUNT who married Sarah HOBMAN.  William Holman HUNT was born in Cheapside 
London in 1827 as William Hobson HUNT, which he changed to HOLMAN.  He had four 
sisters, Elisabeth, Maria, Sarah and Emily and one brother Edward.  He married first 
Fanny WAUGH who died giving birth to their son Cyril and second to her sister Edith.  
Evelyn WAUGH the writer was the grandson of their brother. 
 

 
 
5- Sarah MURLEY born 1848 Poplar Middlesex England 
 
Sarah MURLEY was born 1848 Poplar Middlesex England 
ORDER (Reference RGO UK Birth 1848 June quarter Poplar District Middlesex London 
Volume 2 Page 359) 
 
1851 Census 50 Brunswick Street Poplar Middlesex London England 

 Sarah MURLY daughter age 2 born Middlesex Poplar 
(Reference National Library 1851 Census Poplar ED 9 Household schedule 45 sighted census) 

 
Searched the 1861 census and RGO UK death registration between 1851 & 1861 but 
could not locate any information for Sarah MURLEY. 
 
SEARCH (Reference RGO UK marriage registration 
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6- James Olive MURLEY born 14 December 1854 England died 15 December 1858 

England (died young never married) 
 
James Olive MURLEY was born 14 December 1854 England 
SEARCH (Reference RGO UK birth registration 1854 
 
James Olive MURLEY died 15 December 1858 England 
SEARCH (Reference RGO UK death registration 1858 
 

 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE: I would like to thank and acknowledge the wonderful assistance I 
received from living female PATERISON and living female GEDDES who both shared 
their family genealogy with me and helped to increase my knowledge regarding the 
MURLEY and OLIVE family history. 
 

 

 
 

MURLEY & OLIVE miscellaneous information 
 
0- Edward Mordaunt MURLEY born about 1865-1866 Hull England died 02 July 1955 

New Zealand buried Waikumete cemetery New Zealand 1
st
 married 1894 Sculcoates 

England 2
nd

 married 1908 New Zealand Ellen EMERY (widow) born 1866 died 10 
August 1931 New Zealand buried Purewa cemetery New Zealand 
#Edward Mordaunt Murley occupation lighthouse keeper Mokau Hinou Customs 
Inwards Letters Lewis H B Wilson for secretary Marine Branch Wellington 1885 
reference Archives NZ Auckland Office agency BBAO series 5544 box 34/a record 
1885/134 
#Edward Mordaunt MURLEY occupation grazier residential Urenui 1893 New 
Plymouth Electoral Roll record number 1653 
#Edward Mordaunt MURLEY occupation Farmer residential Uriti residential1896 
Egmont Electoral Roll record number 2408 
#Edward Mordaunt MURLEY married 1908 New Zealand Ellen EMERY reference 
RGO NZ marriage registration 1908 folio 2431 website 1908/4030 
#Marriage – MURLEY – EMERY – On April 16 1908 by the Rev S S OSBORNE 
Edward Mordaunt youngest son of the late Edward Murley of Hull England to Ellen 
widow of the late J EMERY reference National Library of NZ Papers past website 
Taranaki Herald newspaper 05 May 1908 page 2 
#Ellen MURLEY died 1931 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 1931 
folio website 1931/6260 age 65 born about 1866 
#Ellen MURLEY age 65 residence Rewa Street New Lynn Auckland died 10 August 
1931 buried 12 August 1931 Purewa cemetery block E row 036 plot 077 funeral 
director C Little & Sons P O Box 26-003 Epsom Auckland 
#Ellen MURLEY place New Lynn occupation married women filed date 03 September 
1931 Wellington Probate Wellington High Court 1931 reference Archives NZ 
Wellington Probate agency AAOM series 6029 box 721 record 49331 
#Edward Mordaunt MURLEY died 1955 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1955 folio website 1955/35279 age 90 born about 1865 
#Edward Mordaunt MURLEY age 89 retired Carpenter died 02 July 1955 buried 05 
July 1955 Waikumete cemetery Protestant division A row 5 plot 74 Fletcher Brown 
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Funeral Services headstone In loving memory of EDWARD MORDAUNT MURLEY 
loved friend of the NORMAN family died 02 July 1955 At Rest 
#Edward Mordaunt MURLEY Auckland retired Carpenter High Court Auckland 
Department of Justice filed date 09 February 1956 type Will reference Archives NZ 
Auckland Office Probate agency BBAE series 1570 Box 1271 record 232/1956 

 
0- David MURLEY born 1834 England died married 1875 Ann BOX born died  

#David MURLEY 1870-71 Manuherikia & Dunstan Electoral Roll Otago Kawarau 
Gorge 
#David MURLEY 1871-72 Manuherikia & Dunstan Electoral Roll Otago Kawarau 
Gorge 
#David MURLEY 1872-73 Manuherikia & Dunstan Electoral Roll Otago Kawarau 
Gorge 
#David MURLEY 1874 Dunstan Electoral Roll Otago Kawarau Gorge 
#David MURLEY Victoria Australia passengers to NZ date of arrival 1874 age 40 male 
married country England accommodation steerage shop “Hero” port of departure 
Melbourne date of departure 24 December 1874 port of arrival Auckland / Sidney 
source PROV VPRS 948 LDS film 0352108 
#David MURLEY married 1875 New Zealand Ann BOX reference RGO NZ marriage 
registration 1875 folio 402 Cromwell registrar Office 
#David MURLEY 1881 Wakatipu Electoral Roll Hotelkeeper Residential Kawarau 
Gorge residential record number 958 
#David MURLEY 1893 Wakatipu Electoral Roll Hotelkeeper residential Cromwell 
residential record number 2165 
#David MURLEY 1896 Wakatipu Electoral Roll Hotelkeeper residential Cromwell 
residential record number 2078 
#Ann MURLEY died 1967 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 1967 
folio website 1967/25609 age 77 born about 1890 

 
 
0- Thomas MURLEY born about 1738 West Chinnock Somerset England died 1791 West 

Chinnock Somerset England married 07 April 1761 Chiseborough Somerset England 
Martha HOOPER born about 1741 West Chinnock Somerset England died 1818 
West Chinnock Somerset England 

0-0- William MURLEY (Captain) born about 1788 Merriott Somerset England died 21 
October 1870 Islington London England 1

st
 married Mary MURLY born about 1790 

East Coker Somerset England died 1839 Yeovil Somerset England 2
nd

 married 1839 
Yeovil Somerset England Elizabeth PALMER born about 1801 died 02 July 1886 
Somerset England 
#Mary MURLY had 9 brothers and sisters 
#William MURLY married Mary MURLEY 22 June 1815 East Coker Somerset 
England reference LDS FHC Family Search microfilm 1470971 
NOT SURE #Mary MURLEY died 16 August 1837 St George Southwark London 
England reference Ancestry website RGO UK death registration 1837 September 
quarter district St George Southwark London England volume 4 page 114 
NOT SURE #Mary MURLEY died abode Bethlehem Hospital buried 23 August 1837 
age 48 (born about 1789) performed by Thomas Holme Minister reference Ancestry 
website London England burials records parish St Mary-le-bone Middlesex England 
page 253 line 2017 
#Mary MURLEY died 1839 Yeovil Somerset England reference Ancestry website 
RGO UK death registration 1839 September quarter district Yeovil County Somerset 
England volume 10 page 325 
#William MURLEY married 1839 Yeovil Somerset England Elizabeth PALMER 
reference Ancestry website RGO UK marriage registration 1839 June quarter district 
Yeovil County Somerset volume 10 page 941 
#1841 Census Yeovil Martock Frome Martock Somerset England piece 951 Book 1 
folio 29 page 12 & 13 transcribed as MARLEY not MURLEY 
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 William MURLEY head age 53 Army H P [sic] born Somerset England 

 Elizabeth MURLEY age 40 born Somerset England 

 Martha MURLEY age 25 born Somerset England 

 Catherine MURLEY age 15 born Somerset England 

 Emily MURLEY age 13 born Somerset England 

 Frank MURLEYage 10 born about 1831 Somerset England 
#1851 Census Cobb Axminister Lyme Regis Dorset England ED 2a Household 60 
piece 1862 folio 37 page 25 

 William MURLEY head married age 64 born Capt. R N Half Pay Merriott 
Somerset England 

 Amelia JEFFORD servant unmarried age 15 house servant born Uplyme Devon 
#1851 Census Thornetoe Cottage Droitwich Claines Worcestershire England ED 
10b Household 155 piece 2046 folio 141 page 40 (living with Frederick & Hannah 
Lilly) 

 Elizabeth MURLEY Aunt married age 50 born about 1801 Martock Somerset 
England 

#1861 Census Pound Street Salisbury Axminister Lyme Regis Dorset England ED 2 
Household 78 piece 1370 folio 27 page 14 (living with Henry & Martha BENNETT I 
am sure it is his daughter Martha) 

 William MURLEY boarder married age 73 Captain Royal Navy half pay born 
Merriot Somerset England 

#1861 Census Salisbury Axminister Lyme Regis Dorset England ED 2 Household 83 
piece 1370 folio 28 page 15 

 Elizabeth MURLEY boarder married age 60 born about 1801 Martock Somerset 
England 

#William MURLEY died 1870 Islington London England reference Ancestry website 
RGO UK death registration 1870 December quarter age 82 (born about 1788) district 
Islington County London volume 1b page 169 
#1871 Census Salisbury Axminister Lyme Regis Dorset England ED 3 Household 
332 piece 2031 folio 83 page 53 

 Elizabeth MURLEY head W age 70 widow of the Port Captain Royal Navy born 
about 1801 Martock Somerset England 

#1881 Census Cobb Salisbury Axminister Lyme Regis Dorset England ED 2 piece 
2126 folio 23 page 6 

 Elizabeth MURLEY boarder W age 80 Annuitant born about 1801 Martock 
Somerset England 

#Elizabeth MURLEY died 1886 Bridgwater Somerset England reference Ancestry 
website RGO UK death registration 1886 September quarter age 85 (born about 
1801) district Bridgewater County Somerset volume 5c page 251 
#Elizabeth MURLEY Personal Estate £74 8s 4d February 02 The Will of Elizabeth 
Murley late of Pedwell in the Parish of Ashcott in the County of Somerset Widow 
who died 2 July 1886 at Pedwell was proved at Taunton by Ann Masters of Yeovil in 
the said County Widow the Sister of the Executors 

0-0-0- Martha Bullock MURLEY born about 1816 Somerset England 
#Martha Bullock MURLEY baptised 22 January 1822 Somerset England parents 
Mary and William Murley reference LDS FHC Family Search microfilm 1470971 
item 4 / 35 
#1841 Census Yeovil Martock Frome Martock Somerset England piece 951 Book 
1 folio 29 page 12 & 13 transcribed as MARLEY not MURLEY 

 Martha MURLEY age 25 born Somerset England 
0-0-0- Mary Ann/Anna MURLEY born Somerset England 

#Mary Ann MURLEY baptised 22 January 1822 Somerset England parents Mary 
Murley and William Murley reference LDS FHC Family Search microfilm 1470971 
item 4 / 35 

0-0-0- Christiana MURLEY born Somerset England 
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#Christiana MURLEY baptised 22 January 1822 Somerset England parents Mary 
Murley and William Murley reference LDS FHC Family Search microfilm 1470971 
item 4 / 35 

0-0-0- Catherine Charlotte MURLEY born about 1826 Somerset England 
#Catherine Charlotte MURLEY baptised 22 January 1822 Somerset England 
parents Mary Murley and William Murley reference LDS FHC Family Search 
microfilm 1470971 item 4 / 35 
#1841 Census Yeovil Martock Frome Martock Somerset England piece 951 Book 
1 folio 29 page 12 & 13 transcribed as MARLEY not MURLEY 

 Catherine MURLEY age 15 born Somerset England 
0-0-0- Edward MURLEY born about 1827 Somerset England 

#Edward MURLEY baptised 27 June 1824 West Chinnock Somerset England 
parents Mary and William Murley reference LDS FHC Family Search microfilm 
1526508 
#1851 Census Sculcoates Kingston upon Hull Yorkshire England ED 2 household 
21 piece 2361 folio 32 page 7 (living with Hannah HARE and family) 

 Edward MURLEY lodger unmarried age 24 Solicitors Engineering Clerk born 
West Chinock Somerset England 

0-0-0- Emily Tucker MURLEY born about 1828 Somerset England 
#Emily Tucker MURLEY baptised 26 June 1827 West Chinnock Somerset 
England parents Mary and William Murley reference LDS FHC Family Search 
microfilm 1526508 
#Emily Tucker MURLEY baptised 27 October 1835 Somerset England parents 
Mary and William Murley reference LDS FHC Family Search microfilm 1470971 
item 4 / 116 
#1841 Census Yeovil Martock Frome Martock Somerset England piece 951 Book 
1 folio 29 page 12 & 13 transcribed as MARLEY not MURLEY 

 Emily MURLEY age 13 born Somerset England 
0-0-0- Frank MURLEY born about 1829 West Chinnock Somerset England died 27 April 

1884 Buckingham House Albany Road Camberwell London England 1
st
 married 25 

August 1857 Lyme Regis Dorset England Jane WALKER born died London 2
nd

 
married 08 March 1883 St Mary Newington London England Sarah Pidgeon 
WALKER born about 1846 Lynne Regs Dorset England died 16 May 1929 St 
Albans New Zealand 
#Frank MURLEY baptised 27 October 1835 East Coker Somerset England parents 
Mary and William Murley reference LDS FHC Family Search microfilm 1526552 
#Frank MURLEY age 27 bachelor occupation Gentleman residence London 
married 25 August 1857 Jane WALKER age 19 spinster residence Lyme Regis.  
Frank’s father was William MURLEY Captain in the Navy.  Jane’s father was 
Robert Cox WALKER Merchant. Both couples signed the register.  The witnesses 
were R WALKER and L M WALKER reference Ancestry website marriage parish 
church Lynne Regis County Dorset England page 145 line 289 
#1841 Census Yeovil Martock Frome Martock Somerset England piece 951 Book 1 
folio 29 page 12 & 13 transcribed as MARLEY not MURLEY 

 William MURLEY head Army H P [sic] age 53 born Somerset England 

 Elizabeth MURLEY age 40 born Somerset England 

 Martha MURLEY age 25 born Somerset England 

 Catherine MURLEY age 15 born Somerset England 

 Emily MURLEY age 13 born Somerset England 

 Frank MURLEY age 10 born about 1831 Somerset England 
#1851 Census Sculcoates Kingston upon Hull Yorkshire England ED 2 household 
21 piece 2361 folio 32 page 7 (living with Hannah HARE and family) 

 Edward MURLEY lodger unmarried age 24 Solicitors Engineering Clerk born 
West Chinock Somerset England 

 Frank MURLEY visitor unmarried age 21 accountant born about 1830 West 
Chinock Somerset England 
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#1861 Census Lyme Street Axminster Devon England ED 1 household 46 piece 
1371 folio 8 page 9 

 Frank MURLEY head married age 32 Grocer & Tea Dealer born about 1829 
West Chinnock Somerset England 

 Jane MURLEY wife married age 21 born Lyme Regis Dorset 

 Catherine K MURLEY daughter age 2 born Sheffield Yorkshire 

 Emily G MURLEY daughter age 6 months born Hull Yorkshire 
#1871 Census 501 Old Kent Road St George Camberwell Surrey England ED 25 
Household 13 piece 740 folio 133 page 3 (transcribed under NUNLEY) 

 Frank MURLEY head married age 41 Soap Manufacturer born about 1830 West 
Chinnock Somerset  

 Jane MURLEY wife married age 31 born about 1840 Lyme Regis Dorset 

 Catherine K MURLEY daughter age 12 scholar born about 1859 Sheffield 
Yorkshire  

 Cartrine (Emily Gertrude) MURLEY daughter age 10 Scholar born about 1861 
Hull Yorkshire  

 Thomas WALKER visitor unmarried aged 22 Foreman Soap Works born about 
1849 Lyme Regis Dorset 

 Elizabeth WALKER visitor unmarried age 24 born about 1847 Barnet 
Hertfordshire 

 Jessie F MURLEY daughter age 9 months born about 1870 London Middlesex 
England 

#1881 Census Buckingham House St George Camberwell Surrey England ED 3 
piece 693 folio 98 page 43  

 Frank MURLEY head married age 51 Soap Manufacturer born about 1830 West 
Chinnock Somerset 

 Emily G MURLEY daughter age 20 born about 1861 Hull Yorkshire  

 Jessie F MURLEY daughter unmarried age 10 scholar born about 1871 
Camberwell Surrey England 

 Sarah WALKER sister-in-law age 35 born Lynne Regs Dorset 

 Alice Kate COOK servant age 15 housemaid domestic servant born Kennington 
Surrey 

 Rebecca THATCHER servant age 24 Cook born Longcott Berkshire 
#Sarah Pidgeon WALKER born 1846 Axminster Devon reference Ancestry website 
RGO UK birth registration 1846 March quarter district Axminster County Devon 
volume 10 page 21 
#Sarah Pidgeon WALKER born and baptised 20 February 1846 parish Lyme Regis 
parents Harriet (PIDGEON) and Robert WALKER occupation Grocer of Lyme 
Regis reference Ancestry website Baptism records parish Lyme Regis Dorset 
England page 33 line 263 
#Frank MURLEY full age widower occupation Tea Merchant residence St George 
Camberwell married 08 March 1883 Sarah Rigeon [sic] WALKER full age spinster 
residence 201 Walworth Road.  Frank’s father was William MURLEY Captain in the 
Navy.  Jane’s father was Robert Cox WALKER Ship Owner. Both couples signed 
the register.  The witnesses were Frank RADFORD and Ava STAPLEWELL 
reference Ancestry website marriage parish church St Mary Newington County 
Surrey England page 22 line 43 
#Frank MURLEY died 1884 Camberwell London England reference Ancestry 
website RGO UK death registration 1884 June quarter district Camberwell County 
London England volume 1 page 547 
#Frank MURLEY 06 June personal Estate £1,739.2s9d. The Will of Frank Murley 
late of Buckingham House Jarden Street Albany Road Old Kent Road in County of 
Surrey Soap Manufacturer and General Merchant who died 27 April 1884 in 
Buckingham House was proved at the Principal Registry by Francis Edmund 
Radford of Lyme Regis in the County of Dorset Auctioneer and Daniel Channon of 
3 Victoria cottages Victoria Road Peckham Rye in the County of Surrey Gentleman 
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the Executors 1884 reference Ancestry website England probate calendar page 
405 
#Mrs MURLEY age 40 (born about 1846) departed London on ship Liguria and 
arrived 10 December 1886 Adelaide/Melbourne/Sydney Australia reference 
Ancestry website Victoria Australia assisted & Unassisted passengers  
#Sarah Pidgeon MURLEY left England and travelled to Australia in 1886 but was 
settled in New Zealand by 1893 
#Mrs MURLEY age 40 (born about 1846) departed London on ship Liguria and 
arrived 10 December 1886 Adelaide/Melbourne/Sydney Australia reference 
Ancestry website Victoria Australia assisted & Unassisted passengers  
NOT SURE #Otago Daily Times newspaper 11 January 1892 page 1 Shipping Port 
Chalmers Arrival January 9 Pengiun from Northern Ports passengers Misses 
Murley reference National Library of New Zealand Papers past website  
NOT SURE#Otago Daily Times newspaper 03 April 1893 page 1 Arrivals April 02 – 
Talune from Melbourne via Hobart and the Bluff passengers Misses Murley 
reference National Library of New Zealand Papers past website  
#John WRIGHTSON a hotelkeeper at the Sluciers Arms Georgetown Kawarau 
Gorge sold the hotel to Mrs MURLEY in the mid 1870’s.  Cromwell museum state 
that the Sluciers Arms hotel licence was transferred to the Globe Hotel Cromwell in 
1880 and the Sluciers Arms was closed.  I thought that Mrs MURLEY was Sarah 
Pidgeon MURLEY but this is incorrect as Sarah was still living in England in the 
1870s and did not arrive in New Zealand until around 1893. 
#Sarah Pidgeon MURLEY widow address Timaru residential 1893 Timaru Electoral 
Roll record number 4394 reference New Zealand Combined Electoral NZSG CD 
#Sarah MURLEY Storekeeper address 35 East belt Residential 1896 Christchurch 
Electoral Roll record number 9848 
#Sarah Pidgeon MURLEY was a witness to the 1895 marriage of Jessie Florence 
MURLEY and Alexander Samuel Mills GEDYE 
#Sarah Pidgeon MURLEY domestic duties Buxton’s corner Shirley residential 1900 
Avon Electoral Roll Canterbury (2145) reference Ancestry website New Zealand 
Electoral Roll  
#Sarah Pidgeon MURLEY widow Buxton’s corner Shirley 1911 Avon Electoral Roll 
Canterbury (5047) reference Ancestry website New Zealand Electoral Roll  
#Westmeach Federal Steamship Line departed Liverpool England 26 November 
1912 for Australia & NZ passenger destination Port Wellington New Zealand S P 
MURLEY age 66 (born about 1846) originally of England and the GEDYE family 
reference Ancestry website UK Outward passengers official number 117381 
#Sarah Pidgeon MURLEY widow 405 Cambridge Terrace Richmond 1914 & 1919 
Avon Electoral Roll Canterbury (8741 & 5982) reference Ancestry website New 
Zealand Electoral Roll  
#Sarah Pidgeon MURLEY widow 135 Fendalton Road 1919 Riccarton Electoral 
Roll Canterbury (5618) reference Ancestry website New Zealand Electoral Roll  
#Sarah Pidgeon MURLEY widow 123 Fendalton Road 1928 Riccarton Electoral 
Roll Canterbury (6903) reference Ancestry website New Zealand Electoral Roll  
#Sarah Pidgeon MURLEY died 1929 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1929 folio website 1929/3580 age 84 born about 1845 

0-0-0-0- Jessie Florence MURLEY born 15 July 1870 England died 1950 New Zealand 
married 13 April 1895 New Zealand Alexander Samuel Mills GEDYE born 16 
September 1870 Oamaru New Zealand died 05 March 1949 New Zealand 
#Jessie Florence MURLEY born 1870 Camberwell London England reference 
Ancestry website RGO UK birth registration 1870 September quarter district 
Camberwell County London volume 1d page 672 
#Jessie Florence born 15 July 1870 baptised 12 December 1877 parents Frank 
& Jane MURLEY residence Jardin Street occupation Soap Manufacturer 
reference Ancestry website Parish of St George Southwark Camberwell County 
Surrey England 1877 baptism page 221 line 1762 
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#Miss J F MURLEY age 18 born about 1870 left London England on ship Iberia 
and arrived 27 October 1888 Adelaide Kind George Sound Melbourne and 
Sydney Australia reference Ancestry website Victoria Australia Assisted 
passenger lists  
#Jessie Florence MURLEY married 1895 New Zealand Alexander Samuel Mills 
GEDYE reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1895 folio 1669 website 
1895/926 
#MURLEY- GEDYE April 13, 1895 at Sydenham, Christchurch, by the Rev J 
Dawson, Alexander GEDYE, eldest son of Mr David Gedye, Timaru, to Jessie 
MURLEY, youngest daughter of the late Mr Frank MURLEY London England 
reference marriages Timaru Herald newspaper 18 May 1895 
#Marriage 13 April 1895 in House of Mrs Murley Colombo Street Sydenham 
Jessie Florence MURLEY aged 24 years born London England spinster 
occupation private usual residence Sydenham parents Jane formerly WALKER 
and Frank MURLEY occupation Merchant and Alexander Samuel Mills GEDYE 
age 24 years born Oamaru New Zealand bachelor occupation Gardner usual 
residence Christchurch parents Elizabeth Margaret formerly MESSENGER and 
David GEDYE occupation Merchant witnesses Sarah Pidgeon MURLEY 
Storekeeper Sydenham, Elizabeth Rachel ROBERTS Private Sydenham 
reference Christchurch Library Church registers Index Cards regWCC3 138c 
#Timaru Herald 18 May 1895 MURLEY J marriage (Jessie) reference Alexander 
Turnbull Library newspapers microfilm of Timaru Herald Newspaper 1895 
#Jessie Florence GEDYE died 1950 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1950 folio website 1950/21472 age 79 born about 1871 
#Alexander Samuel Mills GEDYE died 1949 New Zealand reference RGO NZ 
death registration 1949 folio website 1949/19472 age 78 born about 1871 

0-0-0-0-1- David Frank GEDYE born 29 March 1896 died 18 August 1981 married 1922 
New Zealand Reta Effie HINGSTON born 24 July 1898 died 20 October 1989  
#David Frank GEDYE married 1922 New Zealand Reta Effie HINGSTON 
reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1922 folio 4373 
#David Frank GEDYE died 1981 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1981 folio website 1981/28999 born 29 March 1896 
#Reta Effie GEDYE died 1989 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1989 folio website 1989/53783 born 24 July 1898 

0-0-0-0-1-1- Living female GEDYE 
0-0-0-0-1-2- Living male GEDYE 
0-0-0-0-2- Emeline Gladys GEDYE born 07 July 1897 New Zealand died 17 August 1985 

New Zealand married 1941 New Zealand William Neville FLEMMING born 12 
December 1909 died 05 October 1984 New Zealand 
#Emeline Gladys GEDYE born 1897 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1897 folio website 1897/9630 parents Jessie Florence and 
Alexander Samuel Mills Gedye 
#Emeline Gladys GEDYE married 1941 New Zealand William Neville 
FLEMMING reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1941 folio 12900 
#William Neville FLEMMING died 1984 New Zealand reference RGO NZ 
death registration 1984 folio website 1984/50246 born 12 December 1909 
#Emeline Gladys FLEMMING died 1985 New Zealand reference RGO NZ 
death registration 1985 folio website 1985/44219 born 07 July 1897 

0-0-0-0-3- William Alexander GEDYE born 31 May 1903 New Zealand died 21 April 1904 
New Zealand (died young never married) 
#William Alexander GEDYE born 1903 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1903 folio website 1903/4766 parents Jessie Florence and 
Alexander Samuel Mills Gedye 
#William Alexander GEDYE died 1904 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1904 folio website 1904/3623 age 10 months born about 1903 
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0-0-0-0-4- Jessie Florence GEDYE born 19 June 1909 New Zealand died 1988 New 
Zealand married 1938 New Zealand Aubrey John MULLER born 26 May 1908 
died 18 January 1990 New Zealand 
#Jessie Florence GEDYE born 1909 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1909 folio website 1909/1360 parents Jessie Florence and 
Alexander Gedye 
#Jessie Florence GEDYE married 1938 New Zealand Audrey John MULLER 
reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1938 folio 06897 
#Audrey John MULLER died 1990 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1990 folio website 1990/37942 born 26 May 1908 
#Jessie Florence GEDYE died 1988 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1988 folio website 1988/48642 born 19 June 1909 

0-0-0-0-5- Henry Murley GEDYE born 05/18 May 1910 New Zealand died 08 July 1978 
New Zealand married 1943 New Zealand Irene Catherine GIBBONS born 05 
March 1911 died 11 March 1986 New Zealand  
#Henry Murley GEDYE born 1910 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1910 folio website 1910/20790 parents Jessie Florence and 
Alexander Samuel Mills Gedye 
#Henry Murley GEDYE married 1943 New Zealand Irene Catherine GIBBONS 
reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1943 folio 05040 
#Henry Murley GEDYE died 1978 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1978 folio website 1978/40073 born 05 May 1910 
#Irene Catherine GEDYE died 1986 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1986 folio website 1986/30469 born 05 March 1911 

0-0-0-0-5-1- Living male GEDYE 
0-0-0-0-6- Edward Messenger GEDYE born 11 October 1911 New Zealand died 22 

October 1979 New Zealand married 1936 New Zealand Isabella Agnes 
CLUTTERBUCK born 1912-1914 died 21 January 1968 New Zealand 
#Edward Messenger GEDYE married 1936 New Zealand Isabella Agnes 
CLUTTERBUCK reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1936 folio 09331 
#Isabella Agnes GEDYE died 1968 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1968 folio website 1968 folio website 1968/28356 age 54 born 
about 1914 
#Edward Messenger GEDYE died 1979 New Zealand reference RGO NZ 
death registration 1979 folio website 1979/48886 born 11 October 1911 

0-0-0-0-6-1- Living male GEDYE married Living female FISH 
0-0-0-0-6-1-1- Living male GEDYE 
0-0-0-0-6-1-2- Craig GEDYE born 26 January 1969 New Zealand died 26 January 1969 

New Zealand 
0-0-0-0-6-1-3- Living male GEDYE and Living female FITZSIMONS 
0-0-0-0-6-1-3-1- Living female GEDYE 
ALSO GEDYE Family Tree http://homepages.paradise.net.nz/sgedye/personal/tree.htm 
 

 
NZ BIRTHS = MURLEY 

 MURIE W (s) [Robert Clynton] Baptised 29 July 1899 [Folio 3163] Timaru District 
(Reference NZSG Timaru Branch Church Transcripts) 

 MURIE W (s) baptised 29 July 1899 birth 29 July 1899 Timaru Herald 

 MURIE On the 25
th
 July at Timaru, the wife of W Murie, of a son. 

(Reference Marriages newspaper extracted by NZSG South Canterbury Branch) 

 1899 July 29 MURIE 25-7-1899 at Timaru, the wife of W MURIE of a son. 
(Reference NZSG Timaru transcriptions of Timaru Herald Births 1864 - 1899) 

NZ MARRIAGES - MURLEY 

 Douglas Ivan MURLEY married Margaret Jill MACKAY 1948 folio 08273 RGO NZ 

 Edith Isabel Macdonald MURLEY married Edward Henry Christian RIDDER 1901 
folio 2444 RGO NZ 

 Edwin Arthur MURLEY married Eileen Frances MURFITT 1921 folio 02012 RGO NZ 
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 Elizabeth Sarah MURLEY marriage 12 April 1871 (folio 1295) Timaru District NZ 
RGO NZ (RGO marriage transcript Elizabeth Sarah MURLAY married Peter BELL) 
(Reference NZSG Timaru Branch Church Transcripts and Christchurch Museum transcripts from Timaru Herald) 

 Hilda MURLEY married William FRANCIS 1928 folio 01121 RGO NZ (also Te Rapa 
& Birkdale & Northcote school records) 

 Hilda MURLEY married Kiri Pohatu MATIAHA 1944 folio 05950 or 5951 RGO NZ 

 Jean Eileen MURLEY married Craig James ROSENBURG 1953 folio 12014 RGO NZ 

 Nicholas MURLEY married Caroline BROAD 1922 folio 4460 RGO NZ 

 Rebecca MURLEY married John SHIELDS 1863 folio 0918RGO NZ 

 Stanley Edwin MURLEY married Olga Norgaard SORENSON 1947 folio 17392 RGO 
NZ 

 Stephanie Diane Lizbeth MURLEY married Ladislav PURS 1955 folio 17544 RGO 
NZ 

 William Joseph MURLEY married Mary BAIN 1861 folio 0847 RGO NZ 
NZ DEATHS = MURLEY (CT = cemetery transcripts) 

 Prier MURLEY RGO NZ death registration 1864 folio 493 district Dunedin RGO NZ 

 Advent MURLEY RGO NZ death registration 1935 folio 3510 district RGO NZ 

 Edwin Arthur MURLEY RGO NZ death registration 1958 folio 507 Hastings RGO NZ 

 Eileen Francis MURLEY RGO NZ death registration 1958 folio 507 Hastings RGO 
NZ 

 Andrew Dobson MURLEY age 77 CT buried 1967 Taupo cemetery ex service man  

 Annie Sophia MURLEY age 81 CT buried Taupo cemetery 

 Annie Sophia MURLEY age 82 CT buried 1972 Waikumete cemetery 

 Arthur MURLEY age 49 CT buried 1918 Waikumete cemetery 

 Cyril Thomas MURLEY age 55 CT buried 1970 Taupo cemetery 

 Edward Mordaunt MURLEY age 89 CT buried 1955 Waikumete cemetery 

 Ellen MURLEY age 65 CT buried 1931 Purewa cemetery 
SEARCH Timaru cemetery again www.timaru.govt.nz  

 MURLY Robert John from New Brighton occupation Accountant died 04 April 1937 
Estate value 3175.0.5, Wife Gertrude Evelyn MURLY widow 
(Reference National Archives of NZ Christchurch Office Dept of Justice CH 18855/1937) 

 MURLY Gertrude Evelyn age 82 years buried 27 February 1958 Crematorium Next-
of-kin Mrs Betty BASSETT, 131 Martins Road same address as above. 
(Reference Christchurch Library Church registers Index Cards SJW1 1020A H F Thomason) 

MURLEY NZ Electoral Rolls or Directories 

 Advent MURLEY 1893 Chalmers Electoral Roll Purser SS Wakatipu residential Port 
Chalmers 

 David MURLEY 1893 Wakatipu Electoral Roll Hotelkeeper residential Cromwell 

 Edward Mordaunt MURLEY 1893 New Plymouth Electoral Roll Grazier residential 
Urenui 

 James Arthur MURLEY 1893 Caversham Electoral Roll Clerk Freehold Dunedin 
property details Balclava Section 4,5 & 6 block 3 

 James Arthur MURLEY 1893 Dunedin Electoral Roll Clerk residential MacLaggan 
Street Dunedin 

 Rebecca MURLEY 1893 Timaru Electoral Roll widow residential Timaru 

 Sarah Pidgeon MURLEY 1893 Timaru Electoral Roll widow residential Timaru 
MURLEY Archives NZ Archway references & WWI  

 Advent MURLEY place Hastings occupation Commission Agent Court Napier filed 
date 06 December 1935 type Will ANZ Wellington office agency AAOW accession 
W3846 item 1968/35 Probate 

 Andrew Dobson MURLEY place Taupo occupation Electrician court Hamilton filed 
date 08 August 1967 Type Intestate letters of administration ANZ Auckland Office 
agency BCDG series 4421 item 476/67 Probate 

 Arthur Herbert MURLEY born 18 June 1887 NSW Australia Stud Groom WWI 
Trooper 13/3053 NOK brother CH Murley Blues Point North Australia 

http://www.timaru.govt.nz/
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 Edwin Arthur MURLEY born 25 July 1895 Dunedin NZ single Clerk National Bank 
Napier WWI Trooper 13/ 2460 NOK father A Murley PO Box 41 Hastings 

 Patrick MURLEY Labourer CPO Hokitika WWI R52756 defaulters 

 Patrick MURLEY born July 1891 Ireland labourer resided in NZ 4 years enlisted in 
WWI address Hokitika parents Helen & John Murley both born Ireland father 
deceased mother never been in NZ 

 Patrick MURLEY Flax mill hand Waiuta Grey WWI first reserves 

 Stanley Edwin MURLEY born 25-28 October 1924 New Zealand father E A Murley 
address 604 Lasscelles Street Hastings occupation Clerk for Murley & Son Queens 
Street Hastings completed attestation from 1940 WWII Trooper Army 2/12/286 

 Arthur Herbert MURLEY 13/3053 WWI 

 Edwin Arthur MURLEY 13/2460 WWI 

 Patrick MURLEY 52756 WWI 

 Helena Moe MURLEY Nukualofa Tonga widow 1948 probate Auckland 

 John Murley HURLEY Taranaki Pensioner probate Auckland 

 Edward Mordaunt MURLEY Auckland Retired Carpenter probate Auckland 

 Annie Sophia MURLEU Auckland widow probate Auckland 

 Andrew Dobson MURLEY Taupo Electrician probate Hamilton Auckland 

 Edward Mordaunt MURLEY customer Inward Letters 1885 Auckland 

 W MURLEY 1874 Inwards Correspondence to the Provincial Secretary Christchurch 

 E.M. MURLEY customer Inward Letters 1885 Auckland 

 MURLEY customer Inward Letters 1885 Auckland 

 James MURLEY customer Inward Letters 1876 Auckland 
MURLEY National Library of NZ & papers past 

 James MURLEY, Graham Street Dunedin 1890-91 Dunedin Wises Directory 

 James MURLEY 16 December 1876 Albany Street School Papers past 

 Mrs M MURLEY “servants register” Dunedin Wises Directory 
NZSG Certificate & Pedigree collection 

 CTF03457 Catherine MURLEY 14 May 1935 Auckland AKD NZ 

 ORDER PED191458 Mary MURLEY birth 21 November 1827 Stoke Sub-Hamdon 
Som ENG 

 

Sumner Burgess Association Sumner 22/2/1908 
His Worship the Mayor of Christchurch 
Dear Sir 
At a meeting of the above Association held on the 10

th
 inst. A resolution was 

unanimously passed expressing the sympathy of the Association with the Mayor 
& Citizen s of Christchurch at the calamity, which had befallen them in respect of 
the recent fire. 
I was instructed to communicate with you on the subject to convey the wishes of 
the Association by letter 
Yours faithfully H E MURLEY (Non Sec) 

(Reference Archives NZ Christchurch Office Agency XAAA correspondence Accession 342 box 19 item 370 
Christchurch City Council Correspondence 1908) 

 
#Robert John MURLY married 1901 folio 5622 BUCHANAN & 1911 NZ Gazette page 
2795 & 1917 Alien records age 56 Roumania in NZ 23 years Christchurch page 604 & 
died before 05 May 1937 occupation Accountant Probate ANZ Christchurch reference 
agency CAHX accession CH 171 item 18855 Will 
#Robert Cecil MURLY married 1934 folio 09745 MILLS & NZ Gazette 1940 Teacher 
 

 
 

WEBSTER miscellaneous information 
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0- John Thomas WEBSTER born died 18 September 1921 Timaru married Louisa 
Evangeline  
#John Thomas WEBSTER of Timaru occupation Butcher 

0-1- Lawrence William Arthur WEBSTER 
0-2- Dorcas WEBSTER 
0-0- Daughter married Cyril Henderson COXHEAD Timaru occupation Mercantile Clerk 
0-0- Daughter married Cyril Norman Gilbert McPHERSON Christchurch occupation 

Salesman 
(Reference National Archives of NZ Christchurch Office Probate Department of Justice TU 1812/1921) 

 
0- Lawrence William Arthur WEBSTER born died 22 February 1928 Timaru married 

Mabel born died 02 March 1929 
#Lawrence William Arthur WEBSTER of Timaru occupation Salesman 
#Mabel WEBSTER (widow) married Herbert Arthur GATWARD 
#Mabel GATWARD died 02 March 1929 

0-1- Collin John WEBSTER dwelled Whangarei Minor 
0-2- Alwyn Noelin WEBSTER daughter Minor 
0-3- Keith Stanley WEBSTER Whangarei Minor. 
(Reference National Archives of NZ Christchurch Office Probate Department of Justice TU 2957/1928) 

 
1871 Census Southwark Surrey England 

 Rebecca WEBSTER Lodger wife aged 64 years cook born Middlesex 
(Reference Strays & More Collection of 1871 Census Southwark Surrey England FHC LDS microfilm 824901) 

 

 
SHIELDS miscellaneous information 

 
Infant Female SHIELDS age 6 months (born about 1900) was buried on 29 March 1901 
in Section G Block C1 Lot 63 of the Timaru Cemetery. 
(Reference Timaru City Council) 

 
Muriel SHIELDS age 10 years (born about 1904) was buried on 27 December 1914 in 
Section G Block C1 Lot 63 of the Timaru Cemetery. 
(Reference Timaru City Council) 

 
Jane SHIELDS aged 25 born Lancashire Scotland spinster married John LINDSAY aged 
27 born Lancashire Scotland occupation Farmer on 19 April 1887 at St Pauls Church 
Manse Oamaru.  Their residence was Oamaru.  Jane’s parents were recorded as Anne 
formerly WHARE [sic] and John SHIELDS occupation Miner.  John’s parents were 
recorded as Margaret formerly FERGUSON and James LINDSAY occupation Farmer.  
The witnesses were William JOHNSTON Fortification Farmer and Rachel LINDSAY 
Auamoko [sic]. 
(Reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1887 folio Oamaru district certificate collection) 

 
There is a 1922 probate record for a John SHIELDS labourer of Westport but he was 
born in Ireland and does not appear to be related to the chart 34-35 descendant’s family. 
 

 
 

MURLEY enquirer information 
 

Name Address Connection 

REED Female living New Zealand Not related 

0- James OLIVE born 25 November 1845 Canterbury Kent England died 24 October 
1888 Middlemarch Otago New Zealand occupation Hotel Keeper married 1876 
Auckland New Zealand Eliza Constance BENNETT 
#James OLIVE married 1876 New Zealand Eliza Constance BENNETT reference 
RGO NZ marriage registration 1876 folio website 1876/1509 
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0-0- Surname Unknown 
0-0-0- Surname Unknown 
0-0-0-0- Female living REED (Researcher granddaughter of James OLIVE) 
0-1- Emily Agnes OLIVE born 1879 New Zealand died 1949 New Zealand married 1907 

New Zealand Archibald SLINGER born 1876 died 1950 New Zealand 
#Emily Agnes OLIVE born 1879 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 
1879 folio website 1879/8582 parents Eliza Constance and James Olive 
#Emily Agnes OLIVE married 1907 New Zealand Archibald SLINGER reference 
RGO NZ marriage registration 1907 folio 1604 website 1907/1493 
#Emily Agnes SLINGER died 1949 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1949 folio website 1949/20148 age 70 born about 1879 
#Archibald SLINGER died 1950 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 
1950 folio website 1950/3104 age 74 born about 1876 

0-2- Ellen Kathleen Maude OLIVE born 1881 New Zealand married 1904 New Zealand 
Frederick James GIVEN 
#Ellen Kathleen Maude OLIVE born 1881 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1881 folio website 1881/1590 parents Eliza Constance and James Olive 
#Ellen Kathleen Maude OLIVE married 1904 New Zealand Frederick James GIVEN 
reference RGO NZ marriage registration 1904 folio website 1904/5373 

0-2-1- Keith David James GIVEN born 03 May 1910 New Zealand died 1983 New 
Zealand 
#Keith David James GIVEN born 1910 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1910 folio website 1910/1922 parents Ellen Kathleen Maud and 
Frederick James Given 
#Keith David James GIVEN died 1983 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1983 folio website 1983/35689 born 03 May 1910 

0-3- James Constantine OLIVE born 1882 New Zealand died 1927 New Zealand married 
1915 New Zealand Mary BEINT born 1886 died 1962 New Zealand 
#James Constantine OLIVE born 1882 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth 
registration 1882 folio website 1882/13157 parents Eliza Constance and James 
Olive 
#James Constantine OLIVE married 1915 New Zealand Mary BEINT reference RGO 
NZ marriage registration 1915 folio website 1915/2500 
#James Constantine OLIVE died 1927 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death 
registration 1927 folio website 1927/2569 age 44 born about 1883 
#Mary OLIVE died 1962 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 1962 
folio website 1962/44337 age 76 born about 1886 

0-4- Sydney John OLIVE born 1884 New Zealand 1
st
 married 1911 New Zealand Mary 

MORRISON born about 1890 died 1917 New Zealand 2
nd

 married 1925 New 
Zealand Margaret JOYCE born died 
#Sydney John OLIVE born 1884 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 
1884 folio website 1884/3911 parents Ellen Constance and James Olive 
#Sydney John OLIVE married 1911 New Zealand Mary MORRISON reference RGO 
NZ marriage registration 1911 folio website 1911/6475 
#Sydney John OLIVE married 1925 New Zealand Margaret JOYCE reference RGO 
NZ marriage registration 1925 folio website 1925/7547 
#Mary OLIVE died 1917 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 1917 
folio website 1917/4312 age 27 born about 1890 
#Margaret OLIVE died 1913 New Zealand reference RGO NZ death registration 
1913 folio website 1913/6266 age 48 born about 1865 = Not sure 

0-5- Edward Walter OLIVE born 1886 New Zealand 
#Edward Walter OLIVE born 1886 New Zealand reference RGO NZ birth registration 
1186 folio website 1886/739 parents Eliza Constance and James Olive 

The OLIVE families settled in Invercargill New Zealand 
James Bennett OLIVE born about 1913 died 20 April 1975 buried Eastern cemetery 
Invercargill married 1943 New Zealand Daphne Jean BURGESS born 1922 died 21 
February 1969 buried Eastern cemetery Invercargill 
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LUMPP E.M.H Auckland New Zealand (now deceased) Elizabeth 

Letter held at Alexander Turnbull Library Reference TL 3/1/2 24 March 1982 
 
I am trying to find out the dates my great grandparents arrived in Dunedin.  Mr great 
grandmother was a widow named Jamieson from Stirling Scotland.  We know she was a 
mid wife with two small boys, Peter & Alex.  She used to row around the Bays in Dunedin, 
delivering babies.  I think her Christian name was Elizabeth.  1) One story I heard was 
that they landed in Nelson first but were frightened by an earthquake & moved to 
Dunedin.  I doubt the story.  We know she remarried a man named BELL had three more 
children before emigrating to Canada where she was the first woman to walk the trail from 
Cowiechar to Dunean’s BC. 
The other grandparents William & Rebecca MURLEY arrived on the ship Sarah M, also in 
Dunedin, with a son, name unknown, another daughter name unknown, & my 
grandmother Elizabeth age fifteen.  William MURLEY & the son were shipwrights they 
later moved to Timaru where they made lighters for immigrant ships.  I have a Victorian 
letter writer inscribed E. Murley, Blackwall, Upper Harbour, Otago.  The letter examples 
are dates 185-, I think it could be about 1856 as my grandmother was either 83 or 84 
when she died in 1928 or 9.  The Murley family came from London. 
Could you please advise me as whether the General Registry Office Kingsway London 
would have Rebecca MURLEY (nee OLIVE’s) birth recorded she was born 13 may 1814. 
I seem to remember reading that Somerset house records only went back to 1830?  I 
would like to know if possible whether East India Company records are kept also Naval 
records, as Rebecca MURLEY’s father was a Captain in the East India Company & was 
on the HMS Minotaur during the Battle of the Nile in 1798.  A cousin has the medal struck 
to commemorate the event. 
My mother told me that her father was one of Von Tempsky’s Rangers, he was wounded 
during the Maori Wars the bullet passed through his middle from front to back, could you 
tell me where I would find records of that, his name was Peter Jamieson BELL. 
Hoping you will be able to advise me on these subjects, 
Yours faithfully E.M.H. LUMPP. 
(Reference Alexander Turnbull Library Index TL 3/1/2 24 March 1982 reply 4/5) 

 

 


